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Rahul Gandhi unfurls flag at 'Bharat  
Jodo Yatra' campsite, Kharge at PCC office
SRINAGAR, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Monday hoisted 
the national flag at the 'Bharat 
Jodo Yatra' camp site here 
and followed it with a fun 
snowball fight with his sister 
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.

Donning a white T-shirt 
and a sleeveless jacket, the 
former Congress chief hoisted 
the flag at the camp site in 
Panthachowk to the tunes of 
the national anthem played to 
mark the culmination of the 
yatra, amid a fresh snowfall 
in the city. In a brief address 
to the 'Bharat Yatris', Gandhi 
thanked them for their love, 
affection and support through 
the 136-day foot march, which 
began in Kanyakumari on 
September 7 last year.

The Gandhi siblings later 

joined Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and scores 
of other party leaders at the 
Pradesh Congress Committee 
office on the Maulana Azad 
Road where another flag 
hoisting ceremony was held. 
The national anthem was 
played after this.

The local administration 
had made stringent security 
arrangements for the 
programme as Lal Chowk was 
off limits for vehicular traffic 
for the second consecutive 
day. Thousands of office goers 
had to foot the distance of 
around a kilometre or more 

to reach their work places in 
Lal Chowk and the adjoining 
areas.

Gandhi had on Sunday 
unfurled the national flag at 
the iconic clock tower in Lal 
Chowk to mark the end of the 
foot march of the Bharat Jodo 
Yatra.

No parole for TADA convicts  
as per rules in Maharashtra: HC
NAGPUR, JAN 30 (PTI) 

The Nagpur bench of 
the Bombay High Court has 
refused to grant parole to 
a prisoner convicted under 
the Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) 
Act, noting that convicts of 
"terrorist crimes" are not 
eligible for parole, as per 
rules in Maharashtra.

A division bench of 
Justices S B Shukre and M 
W Chandwani on December 
2, 2022 dismissed a petition 
filed by convict Hasan 
Mehndi Sheikh, serving life 
imprisonment in the Amravati 
Central Prison, seeking 
regular parole to see his ailing 
wife.

Sheikh was convicted for 
various offences including 
under stringent provisions of 
the Terrorist and Disruptive 
Activities (Prevention) Act 

(TADA).
He approached the HC 

after the jail authorities 
rejected his application on 
the ground that he was not 
eligible for grant of parole 
under provisions of the 
Prisons (Bombay Furlough 
and Parole) Rules.

The high court in its order 
noted that there was a specific 
provision in the Rules which 
disqualifies a convict under 
TADA from getting benefit of 
regular parole.

"It is clear that there is 
a bar placed upon prisoners 
who are convicted for terrorist 
crimes, TADA is about 
terrorist crime, from being 
released on regular parole," 
the court said.

"The petitioner is 
convicted under TADA and 
therefore he would not be 

eligible for grant of regular 
parole," the HC added.

Sheikh had in his plea 
relied on a 2017 judgment of 
the Supreme Court holding 
that even if a convict is found 
to be guilty under the TADA 
provisions, this would not 
disqualify him from seeking 
regular parole.

The high court, however, 
refused to accept this and said 
the prisoner in the SC case 
was from Rajasthan and hence 
not governed by the Rules for 
prisoners in Maharashtra.

"The apex court has 
acknowledged the fact that 
many state governments have 
formulated guidelines on 
parole in order to bring out 
objectivity in the decision 
making and to decide as to 
whether parole needs to be 
granted in a particular case or 
not," the HC said.

I will rather die 
than join hands 
with BJP again: 
Nitish

PATNA, JAN 30 (PTI)
 Bihar Chief Minister 

Nitish Kumar on Monday 
ruled out the possibility of 
a realignment with the BJP, 
asserting that he will "rather 
die than join hands" with his 
former ally.

The JD(U) leader also 
reminded the saffron party 
that while in alliance it 
used to get votes of all 
his supporters, including 
Muslims who have always 
been "wary" of the BJP's 
Hindutva ideology.

He also scoffed at the 
BJP's claim that it would 
win 36 out of the 40 Lok 
Sabha seats in the state next 
year.

Kumar reiterated that 
his return to the NDA in 
2017, following "baseless" 
corruption cases against 
his deputy Tejashwi Yadav 
and the latter's father Lalu 
Prasad, was a "mistake".

TN: 10 passengers receive burns 
as bus catches fire in Salem
COIMBATORE, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

The passengers of a 
Bengaluru-bound private bus 
had a miraculous escape, as 
many of them managed to 
jump out of the vehicle that 
caught fire near Mettur in 
Salem district of Tamil Nadu 
in the early hours of Monday, 
police said.

However, 10 passengers, 
including a few women, 
sustained burn injuries while 
jumping out from the window 

to save their lives, police said. 
They have been rushed to 
the government hospital in 
Mettur where they are being 
treated.

Coming from 
Coimbatore, the bus with 43 
passengers on board caught 
fire around 1.30 am when it 
reached Puduchampalli and 
it spread to the entire vehicle. 
As thick smoke started 
emanating from the front of 
the bus, the driver alerted the 
passengers who jumped out.

All the passengers on 
board the bus broke the 
windshields in the front, rear 
and side screens and jumped 
to safety, they said.

Fire and rescue services 
personnel rushed to the spot 
and managed to put off the fire 
after one hour. The bus was 
totally charred, along with the 
belongings of passengers.

The exact reason behind 
the blaze is not known. 
Further investigation was on, 
police said.

Real-time source apportionment supersite to  
help take timely steps against pollution: Kejriwal
NEW DELHI, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal on Monday 
said his government will now 
be able to tackle pollution in 
a more accurate manner with 
the launch of the real-time 
source apportionment site 
here. Kejriwal inaugurated 
the real-time source 
apportionment supersite 

at Rouse 
Avenue and 
a mobile 
van. "The 
real-time 

source apportionment 
supersite will share details 
of sources of pollution on an 
hourly basis. The mobile van 
will go to a particular place 
and the data collected will 
be analysed at the supersite. 

Right now, we are launching 
one mobile van but soon, 
we will launch more," he 
said. By getting information 
about the real-time pollution 
sources, the government will 
be able to tackle the problem 
in a more accurate way, 
the chief minister added. 
Kejriwal said that earlier, the 
government had to rely on 
old data on pollution.

RSS ruling country giving scant regard  
to constitutional values: Pinarayi Vijayan
THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM, JAN 30 (PTI) 

Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan on Monday 
attacked the Sangh Parivar 
saying the RSS, which 
was banned after Mahatma 
Gandhi's assassination, was 
now ruling the country giving 
scant regard to the nation's 
constitutional values.

Vijayan, who paid tributes 
to Gandhi on his 75th death 
anniversary which is observed 
as Martyrs' Day, said the 
whole idea of India was 
"wounded" when the father 
of the nation was killed by a 
"religious fanatic".

In a Facebook post, 
Vijayan said Hindu nationalists 

always considered Gandhi 
as an enemy as he was "fully 
aware of the threats posed by 
majoritarian sectarianism".

"The Hindu nationalists 
always considered him as 
an enemy. Gandhi stood for 
Hindu-Muslim harmony till 
his last breath. The India he 
envisioned is in every aspect 
antithetical to the Hindutva 
nation-concept of the Sangh 
Parivar. When Gandhiji was 
shot dead by a religious fanatic 
named Nathuram Vinayak 

Godse, the idea of India itself 
was wounded," Vijayan wrote.

The Chief Minister 
said the Sangh Parivar was 
pursuing its political goals in 
the country by using hate and 
divisive politics.

"The RSS which 
was banned for Gandhi's 
assassination, is now ruling 
the country giving scant regard 
to the nation's constitutional 
values... Today, in some parts, 
children are being taught that 
Gandhi died instead of Gandhi 
was killed. This is another 
proof that the Sangh Parivar is 
always afraid of Gandhiji," the 
Left leader said.

Vijayan said racists 
eliminated Gandhi for 

envisioning a secular India, 
and remembering the father of 
the nation was India's eternal 
antidote to the politics of 
communal division.

"On this day we should 
take a pledge that we are 
ready to fight to protect the 
constitution and secularism of 
the country," Vijayan said.

Recently, Vijayan had 
accused the Sangh Parivar 
of treating Muslims and 
Christians as "enemies of the 
nation" and urged everyone 
to unite against such divisive 
actions, drawing sharp 
criticism from the BJP.

Mahatma Gandhi was shot 
dead by Nathuram Godse on 
this day in 1948.

NEW DELHI JAN 30
The Apex Court on 

Monday directed the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
to file a response to the plea 
submitted by the former Chief 
Minister and AIADMK leader 
Edappadi K Palaniswami 
(EPS) within three days. The 
hearing was adjourned to 
February 3.

EPS had knocked the 
doors of the Supreme Court 
on Friday claiming that the 
ECI had refused to accept 
his signature as the interim 
general secretary of AIADMK 
during the nomination process 

for the Erode East by-poll. 
Under the section of 29A 
of the Representation of the 
People Act, he had sought 
the Court to direct the ECI 
to recognize his appointment 
as the party’s interim general 
secretary and abolishment of 

coordinator post held by O 
Panneerselvam (OPS) in the 
party.   After making note of 
the important dates of the by-
poll including the last date 
for filing nominations, the 
Court asked the EPS’s counsel 
to make an oral mention 

on January 30 as they had 
already reserved its order 
pertaining to the decisions 
of the AIADMK’s general 
body meeting held on July 
11, 2022. The court had then 
said they would see whether 
they could deliver orders on 

the case before the last date 
of nominations and take a 
decision about providing 
interim relief if the order was 
delayed further. While hearing 
the petition, the bench led by 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
directed the ECI not to delay 

filing the response.   The 
factions of AIADMK led by 
EPS and OPS made separate 
announcements regarding 

their decision to contest in 
the by-poll and sought the 
support of the BJP. With the 
announcements, the decision 
to allocate two-leaves symbol 
lies in the hands of ECI. 
However, both the leaders are 
scared that their actions might 
lead to a 2016-like scenario 
when the party symbol was 
frozen by the commission. 
While the nomination filling 
begins on January 31, the last 
date for filling is scheduled 
on February 7. The election is 
scheduled on February 27 and 
counting of votes would take 
place on March 2.

The court had then 
said they would see 
whether they could 

deliver orders on the case 
before the last date of 

nominations and take a 
decision about providing 
interim relief if the order 

was delayed further. 

AIADMK candidate will be  
announced soon: KA Sengottaiyan
ERODE JAN 30

Former minister and 
AIADMK leader KA 
Sengottaiyan said that they 
would announce their Erode 
East by-poll candidate at the 
earliest.

Speaking to reporters, 
the former minister who is 
also the leader of the party’s 
election work committee, 
said, “We have moved the 

Supreme Court in the ‘two-
leaves’ symbol row and we 
are hopeful that we would get 
the judgement in our favour. 
We will have to wait patiently 
to know whether the BJP 
wants to contest alone in the 
election.”

Pointing out that the by-
poll is the first election that the 
party is facing with Edappadi 
K Palaniswami (EPS) as its 

interim general secretary, he 
said that the by-poll would be 
their turning point.

Hinting that they 
had already started their 
campaign, he said that they 
were hopeful that the by-poll 
results would make history. 
To a question about their 
candidate, he said that the 
AIADMK candidate would 
be announced at the earliest.

Coimbatore corporation mayor Kalpana Anandkumar chaired the councilors ordinary meeting at the Victoria hall in the corporation office 
premises in the city. Commissioner M Pratap, deputy mayor Vetriselvan, deputy commissioner Sharmila, zonal chairpersons Kathirvel, Lakumi 

Ilanselvi Karthi, Deivanani Tamilmarai, Dhanalakshmi and Meena Logu, standing committee chairpersons Shanthi Murugan, Mubaseera, Somu and 
Mariselvan, Rajendran, the committee members and other officials attended the meeting.
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The Union Minister for Information & Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur in a bilateral meeting with the Uzbekistan 
Delegation led by the Minister of Sports & Youth Policy of Uzbekistan, Mr. Adkham Ikramov, in New Delhi.

PM and other dignitaries at the ‘Beating Retreat’ ceremony, at Vijay Chowk, in New Delhi.

CPI(M) demands high 
level probe against Adani
KOLKATA, JAN 30 
(PTI)

 The CPI(M) demanded 
a high-level enquiry 
into charges of alleged 
irregularities made by a US-
based investment research 
firm against the Adani Group.

The Adani group has, 
however, trashed the charges 
which were made in a report 
by US-based Hindenburg 
Research.

CPI(M) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury who 
made the demand at a press 
conference here on Sunday 
also wanted the probe to be 
monitored by the Supreme 
Court.

"The CPI(M) demands 
that the Centre constitute 
a high-level enquiry team, 

involving all concerned 
ministries. The probe should 
be monitored by the Supreme 
Court on a day-to-day basis 
till the enquiry is completed. 
The interest of the country has 
to be protected," Yechury told 
reporters here.

Hindenburg Research, 
earlier this week, released a 
report and alleged that the 
Adani Group had "engaged in 

a brazen stock manipulation 
and accounting fraud scheme 
over the course of decades".

The disclosure sparked 
a USD 51-billion sell-off in 
shares of the group companies 
over two trading sessions.

The Adani group has, 
however, rubbished the 
charges and termed the report 
as a "malicious combination 
of selective misinformation 
and stale, baseless and 
discredited allegations".

The veteran CPI(M) 
leader alleged "involvement 
of the finance and the foreign 
ministries" in the issue.

Yechury said the 
government "will have to take 
measures to ensure that all 
the allegations are properly 
investigated".

BJP leader compares Maha minister 
Chandrakant Patil with social  
reformer Jyotiba Phule
PUNE, JAN 30 (PTI)

 Bharatiya Janata Party 
leader Chitra Wagh has 
compared Maharashtra 
cabinet minister and her 
senior party colleague 
Chandrakant Patil with social 
reformer Mahatma Jyotiba 
Phule.

Wagh, who heads the state 
BJP women's wing, made the 
comments on Sunday at a 
programme organised here 
by local party leader Hemant 
Rasne which was also 
attended by Patil.

"We can see Savitribai 
(wife of Phule and pioneer 
of women's education in 
Maharashtra in the 19th 
century) in households, but 
a search is on for a Jyotiba 
(Phule) like Chandrakant 
Patil and BJP leader Hemant 
Rasne," she said.

Notably, state Higher and 
Technical Education Minister 
Patil, who is an MLA from 
Pune, had kicked up a row 
by commenting that B R 
Ambedkar and Jyotiba Phule 

did not seek government 
grants for running educational 
institutions, but they "begged" 
people to gather funds for 
starting schools and colleges.

The use of the word 
"begged" had stirred up a 
controversy, resulting in an 
ink attack on Patil.

Meanwhile, Wagh, who 
had filed a complaint against 
social media influencer 
Uorfi Javed for dressing 
"improperly" in public, said 
the latter should be praised as 

she has started wearing full 
clothes.

"I never had any problem 
with that woman or with any 
religion. 

I had a problem with 
abnormality but now I think 
we should praise her because 
she is seen in full clothes now.

 I have received multiple 
photographs of her and 
I can see she's wearing 
good clothes," Wagh said 
responding to a query from 
reporters.

Brief emergency declared at Cochin 
airport over suspected hydraulic  
failure in flight from Sharjah
KOCHI, JAN 30 (PTI) 

A full emergency was declared briefly at the Cochin 
International Airport here Sunday evening as an Air India 
Express flight from Sharjah experienced suspected hydraulic 
failure during landing, a CIAL spokesperson said.

All 183 passengers and six crew members onboard flight 
IX 412 were safe, an Air India Express spokesperson said.

A full emergency was declared at the international airport 
at 8.04 PM, the CIAL said, but added no runway was blocked 
or flights were diverted.

The emergency was withdrawn at 8.36 PM and air 
operations were declared normal, the CIAL added.

An Air India Express spokesperson said later in a 

statement that it was a normal landing at the scheduled arrival 
time (8.34PM) and no urgency or emergency call was made by 
the pilot to the Air Traffic Control (ATC).

The spokesperson also clarified the Sharjah-Kochi route, 
did not make an emergency landing.

The pilot had noticed a fluctuation in the Hydraulic 
Pressure System and informed the ATC as a precautionary 
measure, he said.

The Air India Express spokesperson also said that 
following a normal landing in Kochi, the flight system was 
also checked and no anomalies were detected.

Odisha govt to accord state 
honour to deceased minister

BHUBANESWAR,  
JAN 30 (PTI) 

The Odisha government 
on Sunday evening said state 
honour would be accorded 
to Naba Kishore Das, the 
health and family welfare 
minister who died in hospital 
hours after being shot by a 
policeman.

A government release 
said there will be no official 
entertainment for three 
days from January 29-31 
throughout the state.

"It has been decided by 
the Government of Odisha 
that as a mark of respect, state 
honour would be accorded to 
the departed dignitary. 

National flag will be flown 
at half-mast on the day of 
death in the state capital and 
on the day of funeral at the 
place where it takes place," the 

release said.
The minister, 60, was shot 

at Brajrajnagar town around 1 
pm by Assistant Sub-inspector 
of Police (ASI) Gopal Das, 
who is believed to be suffering 
from mental disorder.

A team of doctors at 
Apollo Hospital operated on 
him after he was airlifted from 
Jharsugada to Bhubaneshwar, 
but he eventually succumbed 
to injuries.

"It has been 
decided by the 

Government of Odisha 
that as a mark of 

respect, state honour 
would be accorded to 

the departed  
dignitary. 

Tripura CPI(M) terms Mabashar Ali a  
"traitor" for joining BJP ahead of Assembly polls

AGARTALA, JAN 30 
(PTI)

 The Tripura CPI(M) on 
Monday termed party MLA 
Mabashar Ali a "traitor" for 
joining the BJP ahead of 
Assembly elections.

Senior CPI(M) leader 
Pabitra Kar said Ali is a 
"traitor" who betrayed the 
party for merely a ticket and 
has been expelled from the 
party.

Ali, the CPI(M) MLA 
from Kailashahar Assembly 
constituency along with 
former Trinamool Congress 
state president Subal 

Bhowmik joined the BJP in 
presence of Tripura Chief 
Minister Manik Saha and the 
party's Northeast coordinator 
Sambit Patra in Delhi on 
January 27.

Assembly elections in 
Tripura are scheduled to be 
held on February 16.

Ali was given a BJP 
ticket for the Kailashahar 
constituency.

Ali who had won the 2018 
Tripura Assembly election on 
CPI(M) ticket was denied 
ticket by the CPI(M) as 
his constituency was given 
to the Congress as part of 

"seat adjustment" with the 
Congress.

"We have spoken to 
Mabashar Ali and explained 
to him why his seat was given 
to Congress nominee (Birajit 
Sinha). He agreed to sacrifice 
but later betrayed the party 
decision taken at the highest 
level", Kar, the party's state 
committee member told PTI 
on Monday.

The decision to go with 
the Congress has been taken 
by the party's Politburo and 
the state committee keeping in 
mind the prevailing situation 
in the country, Kar said.

J-K highway 
closed for 
traffic due to 
mudslides in 
Ramban
JAMMU, JAN 30 
(PTI)

 The Jammu-Srinagar 
National Highway was 
closed for traffic on 
Monday due to a landslide 
in Ramban district, 
leaving a few hundred 
vehicles stranded on the 
arterial road, officials said 
here.

The 270-kilometre-
long highway, the only 
all-weather road linking 
Kashmir with the rest 
of the country, was 
blocked by mudslides and 
shooting stones between 
Chanderkote and Banihal 
in the district, they said.

As a result of this, 
300 vehicles are stranded 
at different points of the 
highway, the officials 
said, adding that workers 
and machinery have been 
deployed to clear the area.

Maha projects  
getting quick  
approval,  
says CM Shinde
NASHIK, JAN 30 (PTI)

 A large number of 
projects in Maharashtra 
are getting approved 
quickly and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had made 
a provision of Rs 2 lakh 
crore for Maharashtra, Chief 
Minister Eknath Shinde said 
on Sunday.

Speaking at 'Jagtik 
Krishi Mahotsav', he also 
said his government had 
disbursed Rs 2,500 crore to 
6.90 lakh farmers affected 
by heavy rains.

"We have taken 
decisions to help farmers. 
Even the recently 
inaugurated stretch of the 
Samruddhi expressway will 
be beneficial for farmers," 
he said. Shinde said the 
Centre was supporting the 
state government in its 
development works.

Farmers block railway tracks 
in Punjab, trains stranded
AMRITSAR, 
JAN 30 (PTI) 

Members 
of the Kisan 
Mazdoor 
Sangharsh 
Committee on 
Sunday squatted 
on railway tracks 
in Punjab to 
demand a legal 
guarantee on MSP 
and withdrawal of cases registered against farmers during 
the farm laws stir, among other things.

The blockade from 1 pm to 4 pm disrupted the 
movement of trains on several routes including Amritsar-
Delhi, Amritsar-Khemkaran and on the Jalandhar-Jammu 
rail section, according to official sources.

In Amritsar district, hundreds of agitating farmers led 
by Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh Committee (KMSC) leader 
Sarwan Singh Pandher squatted on the Amritsar-New 
Delhi railway track in Jandiala town, nearly 25 km from 
Amritsar.

Pandher said the farmers blocked railway tracks from 1 
pm to 4 pm at 13 places in 11 districts of Punjab.

The protesters also blocked railway tracks on Amritsar-
Delhi, Amritsar-Khemkaran, and Amritsar-Pathankot 
routes besides those in Gurdaspur, Tarn Taran, Ferozepur, 
Fazilka, Moga, Muktsar, Mansa, Jalandhar, Hoshiarpur and 
Ludhiana districts.

In Hoshiarpur, the blockade was on the Jalandhar-
Jammu rail section at the Tanda railway station.

According to the official sources, train no. 12920 
Malwa Superfast Express and Superfast Jammu-Mumbai 
train were stranded at Dasuya and Bhangala railway 
stations respectively due to the rail blockade. The 
protesters are also seeking stringent action against those 
who had allegedly attacked a group of farmers during the 
agitation against the now-repealed farm laws at Delhi's 
Singhu border in January 2021.

SC agrees to hear PILs on BBC  
documentary on 2002 Gujarat riots
NEW DELHI, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday agreed to hear pleas 
challenging the Centre's 
decision to block a BBC 
documentary on the 2002 
Gujarat riots.

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice D Y Chandrachud and 
justices P S Narasimha and J 
B Pardiwala took note of the 
submissions of lawyer M L 
Sharma and senior advocate C 
U Singh seeking urgent listing 
of their separate PILs on the 
issue.

At the outset of the 
proceedings, lawyer Sharma, 
who has filed a PIL in his 
personal capacity, mentioned 
the plea, saying that people 
were being arrested.

"It will be listed on 

Monday," the CJI said.
Senior advocate C U Singh 

mentioned a separate plea 
on the issue filed by veteran 
journalist N Ram and activist 
lawyer Prashant Bhushan.

He mentioned how the 
tweets by Ram and Bhushan 
were deleted allegedly by 
using emergency powers. He 
also said that students in Ajmer 
were rusticated for streaming 
the BBC documentary. "We 

will list," the CJI said.
Lawyer Sharma filed 

the PIL against the Centre's 
decision to block the 
documentary, alleging it 
was "malafide, arbitrary and 
unconstitutional".

The PIL also urged the 
apex court to call and examine 
the BBC documentary - both 
parts I and II - and sought 
action against persons who 
were responsible and involved 
directly and indirectly with the 
2002 Gujarat riots.

On January 21, the 
Centre issued directions for 
blocking multiple YouTube  
videos and Twitter 
posts sharing links to 
the controversial BBC 
documentary "India: The 
Modi Question", according to 
sources.

Anurag Basu's 'Metro... In 
Dino' to release in December
MUMBAI, JAN 30 (PTI) 

Director Anurag Basu's upcoming movie 
"Metro... In Dino" is set to be released 
in theatres on December 8, the makers 
announced on Monday. Billed as an anthology 
of "heartwarming stories of contemporary 
couples", the Hindi film stars an ensemble cast 
of Aditya Roy Kapur, Sara Ali Khan, Anupam 
Kher, Neena Gupta, Pankaj Tripathi, Konkana 
Sensharma, Ali Fazal and Fatima Sana Shaikh.

"Metro... In Dino" depicts stories of 
bittersweet relationships with a modern-day 
scenario and will hit the floors soon.

The upcoming film, which apparently 
draws its title from the popular song "In Dino" 
from Basu's 2007 movie "Life in a... Metro", 
marks yet another collaboration between Basu 
and his friend, music composer Pritam. 

The duo has worked on films 
such as "Gangster", "Life in a 
Metro", "Barfi!", "Jagga Jasoos", and  
"Ludo"."Metro .. In Dino" is presented by 
T-Series in association with Anurag Basu 
Productions Pvt Ltd and produced by Bhushan 
Kumar, Krishan Kumar, Anurag Basu and 
Taani Basu.
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Dialysis during holiday  
travel: Expert advice on what 
every patient should know
CHENNAI JAN 30

Innovations in healthcare 
have made dialysis available 
for people on travel. Although 
dialysis patients have long 
been reluctant to travel or set 
on an extended holiday away 
from home considering safety 
and quality concerns, with 
access to Holiday Dialysis, 
there is a benefit to seeking 
in-centre treatment, whether 
it is a family function or a 
business trip.

According to Dr 
Suresh Sankar, Senior Vice 
President for Clinical Affairs, 
NephroPlus, Holiday Dialysis 
is carried out with more 
emphasis on the safety and 
comfort of dialysis patients. 
Like base dialysis, Holiday 
Dialysis ensures top-quality 
service with well-trained and 
highly qualified technicians. 
Considering the convenience 
and accessibility, exploring 
this with  regular dialysis unit 
is essential before considering 
other options.

Apart from Holiday 
Dialysis, patients must 
prepare a full-fledged plan to 
travel safely and comfortably. 
Hence, here are some helpful 
tips that an individual on 
dialysis can also consider:

Consult your 
nephrologist, evaluate 
medical support available 
at the destination, evaluate 
medical support available 
at the destination, choose 
suitable accommodation and 
health insurance.

IDFC FIRST Bank Q3 
FY 23 Profit After Tax up 
115% YoY at Rs.605 crore
CHENNAI JAN 30

IDFC First Bank reported 
a net profit of Rs 604.61 crore 
in Q3 FY23, steeply higher 
than Rs 281.06 crore recorded 
in Q3 FY22. The bank had 
advanced 1.26% to Rs 60.10.

According to an official 
communication, the jump 
in the net profit was mainly 
driven by strong growth in 
core operating income, V 
Vaidyanathan, managing 
director and CEO, IDFC First 
Bank, said.  Total Income 
jumped 35.9% year on year 
(YoY) to Rs 7,064.30 crore 
in the quarter ended 31 
December 2022. Net Interest 
Income (NII) grew by 27% 
year on year (YoY) to Rs 3,285 
crore in Q3 FY23 as against 
Rs 2,580 crore reported in Q2 

FY22.
On the retail side, 

where our bank particularly 
specializes in, the gross NPA 
has come down to 1.87% 
and the net NPA has come 
down to 0.70%, against 
the guidance of GNPA and 
Net NPA of 2.0% and 1.0% 
respectively. Vaidyanathan, 
added, "We are confident 
that our improvement trend 
would continue going forward 
as the issues on legacy 
wholesale book, especially 
in infrastructure finance, 
are addressed and the book 
continue to run down. We 
have registered our highest 
ever profit of Rs. 605 crore in 
Q3-FY23 and our return on 
equity has now moved firmly 
into double digits".

Kia cars win big  
at ICOTY 2023
SALEM JAN 30

 Kia India has registered 
big wins at ICOTY 2023 
with the Kia Carens crowned 
as the Indian Car of the Year 
(ICOTY) 2023 and the Kia 
EV6 won the Green Car 
Award 2023 by ICOTY. With 
this, Kia has become the first 
brand ever to win two ICOTY 
awards in the same year. 

The ICOTY awards, 
held under the aegis of the 
Automotive Journalists 
Association of India (AJAI), 
are the most coveted 
automotive awards in the 
country and are often referred 
to as the Oscars of the 

Indian automotive industry. 
The award is an expert and 
independent judgment of 
the best new car. The highly 
experienced jury members 
are responsible for selecting a 
single decisive winner. 

The criteria like price, 
fuel efficiency, styling, 
comfort, safety, performance, 
practicality, technical 
innovation, value for money, 
and suitability for Indian 
driving conditions are 
particularly important factors 
that are considered while 
deciding on the winner, Tae-
Jin Park, Managing Director 
& CEO, Kia India said.

HCL’s Chairperson releases 
book on Palkhivala @ 20

CHENNAI JAN 30
 To mark the foundation 

of Palkhivala Foundation, 
HCL Technologies 
Chairperson Ms.Roshni 
Nadar Malhotra has released 
a book on ‘Palkhivala @ 20 
Remembering the Legend’. 
The first copy of the book was 
received by Dr Lakshmi Venu, 
Deputy Managing Director, 
TAFE.

The book was edited by 
Mr.Kasturi Balaji, one of the 
Trustees of the Foundation 
and Director of Kasturi & 
Sons Limited, publishers 
of The Hindu, The Hindu 
Business Line and others.

The book covers the 
journey of Palkhivala 
Foundation’s last 20 years 
journey. Delivering the 41st 
Nani Palkhivala Memorial 
Lecture organized by the 

foundation at Chennai today, 
Ms Roshni Nadar gave a 
presentation on ‘Sitapur to 
Standford’, capturing the 
value of rural education 
pertinent to the lower middle 
class. She also presented 
few case studies of students 
who have gone from rural 
parts of the country to global 
institutes including Stanford, 
George Town and domestic 
top institutions including IITs, 
AIMS etc.,

MsRoshniNadar also 
announced that HCL 
Foundation will set up a 
VidyaGyan, which identify 
and nurture students from 
rural and below poverty line, 
Tamil Nadu. HCL Foundation 
set up its first VidyaGyan in 
Uttar Pradesh about 14 years 
back and invested Rs 250 
crore.

Mega job fair 2023

ERODE JAN 30:  
Placement Cell of VET Institute of Arts 

and Science (VETIAS), Erode, organised a 
job fair in the college.  S.D. Chandrasekar, 
Secretary and Correspondent, VETIAS, Dr 
R.Saravanan, Principal, Mr S Logesh Kumar,  
Administrative Officer, Dr.V.P.Nallasamy, 
Dean Academics, Dr.R.Jeganath, Placement 

Officer,  heads  and the faculties of various 
departments attended the event. Graduates, 
Post Graduates and Diploma holders from 
various disciplines attended the fair. Over 40 
firms and over 1600 candidates attended the 
fair in which 450 were selected for various 
posts with the salary package from 2.5 LPA 
to - 6.5 LPA.

Arunthathiyar Ilaignar Peravai and Freedom 
Fighter Pollan Peravai state president Vadivel 

Raman extending Peravais' support to DMK-Cong 
candidate for Erode East segment EVKS Elangovan 
by meeting him in his house at Erode on Sunday.

Muthusamy pooh 
poohs EPS's charge
ERODE 
JAN 30

 Housing 
Minister S 
Muthusamy 
denied 
AIADMK 
chief EPS 's 
charge that 
Athikadavu-
Avinasi 
project was 
deliberately withheld by present rule.

In his campaign at Erode Suriyampalayan on Saturday, 
he said that the scheme was left incompleted by previous 
AIADMK rule and only he took steps to complete it 
before Feb 15 to sort out all technical issues. Similarly, 
Uratchikottai drinking water scheme was launched by 
previous rule with having many technical flaws. That were 
also being sorted out step by step. Of 505 poll promises, 
over 70 per cent were fulfilled and the CM would fulfil the 
rest step by step. But,  apart from such schemes,  many 
welfare schemes were enforced by CM, he noted.

882 EVMs to be used in bypoll
ERODE JAN 30:

Around 882 EVMs, 
including control, vote 
registration and VVPAT units, 
have been allocated online for 
use  in 238 polling stations 
in Erode East bypoll on 
Saturday where election will 
be held on February 27.  1,408 
electronic voting machines 
have been kept ready for use 
in these polling stations. The 
allotment of voting machines 
to be used for vote registration 
was held at the District 
Collector's office on Saturday 
in the presence of  District 
Collector H. Krishnanunni.
The allotment was done 
through the website of the 

Election Commission in the 
presence of representatives of 
political parties. A total of 882 
vote registration machines 
were allocated. The event 
was held in the electronic 
voting machine depository 
in the Erode RDO office 
premises. The  machines 

were handed over by the 
Erode RDO Satishkumar 
to Erode Corporation  
Commissioner K. Sivakumar, 
the Returning Officer of 
Erode East Constituency. The 
EVMs were kept safe in the 
EVM vault in the Corporation 
office.

DMK to corner BJP-led Centre over BBC 
documentary, comments related to judiciary
CHENNAI, 
JAN 30 (PTI)

 The DMK is 
all set to take on 
the BJP-led Centre 
in the Parliament's 
Budget session 
over the 
controversial BBC 
d o c u m e n t a r y , 
the Hindenburg 
Research's report 
on Adani group 
and a host of other 
issues.

Chairing a 
meeting of party 
MPs here, party 
president and 
Chief Minister M 
K Stalin advised 
them to debate with firmness 
in Parliament on Tamil 
Nadu related key issues, the 
controversy over the BBC 
documentary on 2002 Gujarat 
violence and the losses to 
investors following the 
Hindenburg Research's report 
on the Adani group.

Also, Stalin told DMK 
Parliamentarians to voice the 
party's views on efforts aimed 
at 'altering' the basic features 
of the Constitution that result 
in 'unnecessary opinions' of 
some including Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who 
questioned the Constitution's 
basic structure doctrine.

Union Law Minister 

Kiren Rijiju had described 
the collegium system as being 
something 'alien' to the Indian 
Constitution. He had said 
that it was a 'matter of grave 
concern' that certain portions 
of sensitive reports of the 
Intelligence Bureau and the 
Research and Analysis Wing 

were put in public domain by 
the Supreme Court collegium.

Days ago, he said 
intelligence officials work 
in a secret manner and they 
would 'think twice' in future if 
their reports are made public.

A DMK release here 
said that the party discussed 

the important issues to be 
debated during the Union 
Budget session.

Seeking exemption for 
Tamil Nadu from NEET by 
getting Presidential assent for 
a Bill passed by the Assembly 
in this regard, implementation 
of the Sethusamudram Ship 
Canal project and attack 
on fishermen by Sri Lanka 
are among the Tamil Nadu 
specific issues that would be 
taken up by the DMK.

The Union Budget will 
be presented in Parliament 
on February 1, the last full-
fledged budget of the Modi 
government before the 2024 
general elections.

Also, Stalin told DMK 
Parliamentarians to voice the party's 

views on efforts aimed at 'altering' 
the basic features of the Constitution 
that result in 'unnecessary opinions' 

of some including Vice President 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, who questioned the 
Constitution's basic structure doctrine.

Isha's Save Soil movement 
grows carrots in plains
COIMBATORE  
JAN 30

Swami Srimukha of 
Usha's Save Soil Movement, 
coordinator, said, "At our 
model farm in the village 
of Semmedu in Coimbatore 
district, we grew carrots 
and beetroot - which only 
grow in hilly regions - as the 
primary crop over an area 
of 30 cents each. After 120 
days the carrots had grown 
bigger and longer than we 
expected. Generally, when 
we purchase a kilogram of 
carrots at the store, it weighs 
in about 12 to 13 carrots. 
However, in this experiment 
we found that 6-7 carrots 
weighed 1 kilogram; all this 
without any chemicals... 
using only Jeevamritam - a 
naturally prepared fertiliser 
mix. To prevent pests and 
improve plant growth, we 
used a Neem-seeds based 
mixture. The beetroot also 
has grown well." 

Swami Srimukha 
revealed that vegetables such 
as radish, coriander etc have 

also been cultivated using 
similar techniques. "We used 
sour Buttermilk mixtures to 
combat the fungal growth 
caused by  heavy rains, thus 
creating a good environment 
for the growth of the plants. 
The crop has been good. 
We expect 1.5 tons to be 
harvested tomorrow," he 
shared.

It may be noted that 
under this movement, for the 
last 4 years, traditional rice 
variety, black kavuni, has 
also been cultivated using 
completely natural methods. 
Last year, 2.25 tonnes were 
harvested from 1 acre of 

land - much higher than the 
amount harvested by the 
neighboring farm which uses 
chemicals.

"These methods that 
we experiment with, and 
find success in, are taught 
to farmers through on-field 
workshops," said Swami 
Srimukha. "We have taught 
natural farming to 15,000 
farmers so far. 

Many of them are 
successful and are examples 
for other farmers to emulate. 
We use the farms of such 
farmers to teach the new 
farmers these natural 
methods."

Ministers consult allies on bypoll
ERODE JAN 30 

DMK announced 
31 member election 
committee comprising 
11 ministers for Erode 
East bypoll. The 
ministers- KN Nehru, 
AV Velu, Chakrabani,  
Ramachandran, 
Anbarasan, M 
Subramaniam, 
Senthilbalaji and S 
Muthusamy consulted 
the alliance party leaders 
about the strategies 
to win the elections 
for the past few days. 
Each minister has been 
appointed as election 
in-charge for 4 and 5 
wards in the segment 
comprising 33 wards in 
Erode Corporation. On 
Sunday also, the ministers 
KN Nehru, Ramachandran, 
S Muthusamy, AV Velu 
etc consulted the alliance 
party leaders at the DMK-
Cong election office at 
Erode. Candidate EVKS 

Elangovan and many leaders 
from the coalition parties 
were present. EVKS in the 
meeting. Minister K. N. 
Nehru said we are meeting 
people directly to get votes. 
It is a better way than 
holding public meetings. 
The Chief Minister has 
implemented various 
schemes and we will collect 

votes by citing them. EVKS 
Ilangovan is going to file his 
nomination on Feb 3. 

Wherever we go to 
collect votes, there is a good 
reception from the people. 
Our candidate will win by a 
huge margin. 

The CM M. K. Stalin 
will visit Erode for election 
campaign shortly, he added.

KAS hopeful of getting 
Two Leaves symbol
ERODE JAN 30

People and journalists know about the 
activities of DMK ministers, so we don't 
want to criticize them during the election 
time, AIADMK Erode East Constituency 
Election Committee in-charge and former 
Minister Sengottaiyan said.Today, he 
consulted with the party executives in Periyar 
Nagar area. Then he said he told newsmen 
Palanichami gave an excellent governance 
on the footsteps  of late leaders MGR and 
Jayalalithaa. We  prove that though  OPS and  
TTV Dhinakaran's team are contesting, we 

get victor. 
It is common for DMK to field many 

ministers in by-elections. There is time  till 
February 7 to file nomination papers.  So 
Edappadi Palanichami will announce the 
candidate and alliance parties  soon. 

Today our petition regarding two leaves 
symbol is coming for enquiry. We have 98.5 
percent of cadres support. 

We have appointed legal luminaries to 
argue our case in the SC. So, we will get the 
symbol, he hoped.

Tirupur mayor Dinesh Kumar handed over certificates to school students during a solid waste management conference organized by Tirupur west rotary and Thuppuravalan. 
Corporation commissioner Kranthi Kumar, deputy mayor R Balasubramaniam, zonal chairpersons, councilors and others attended the conference.
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POTCHEFSTROOM, 
JAN 30 (PTI)

India on Sunday won their 
maiden ICC title in women's 
cricket as a bunch of sprightly 
and talented teenagers lifted 
the inaugural U-19 World 
Cup with an emphatic seven-
wicket victory over England.

The Shafali Verma-led 
India U-19 squad managed 
to do what their seniors could 
not do by clearing the final 
hurdle in a global event.

India first bundled out 
England for 68 in 17.1 overs 
and then returned to knock off 
the paltry target in 14 overs to 
lift the coveted trophy.

"It is just a proud moment, 
its our first world cup," said 
Trisha with stumps in hand 
after the memorable win.

The win on Sunday also 
reaffirms India's dominance at 
the U-19 level with the boys 
winning the world title in the 
Caribbean last year.

India's bowling attack, 
led by pacer Titas Sadhu and 
supported by leg-spinner 
Parshavi Chopra, set up 
the comprehensive win on 
Sunday as they blew England 
away with a clinical display at 
Senwes Park.

While Sadhu showed that 
Indian women pace bowling 
is in safe hands following 
the retirement of Jhulan 
Goswami with impressive 
figures of 4-0-6-2, Chopra too 
continued her dream run as 
she snapped two for 13.

Archana Devi also 
scalped 2 for 17, while 
Mannat Kashyap (1/13), 
Shafali(1/16) and Sonam 
Yadav (1/3) accounted for one 
wicket each as England were 
all at sea after being asked to 
take first strike.

Following a pep talk from 
India's Olympic champion 
javelin thrower Neeraj 
Chopra, India came out with 
a specific plan and executed it 
perfectly as England's innings 
never really took off after 
being reduced to 16 for three 
in four overs.

Chasing 69, Shafali 
started with a boundary 
off Hannah Baker before 
launching Sophia Smale for 
a maximum. But Baker came 
back to get rid of the India 
skipper, who was caught by 
Alexa Stonehouse in the 3rd 
over.

Her opening and team's 
best batter in the tournament, 
Shweta Sehrawat, also was 
back in the hut after giving 
a simple catch to Baker off 
Grace Scrivens in the fourth 
over.Soumya Tiwari (24 not 
out) and Gongadi Trisha (24) 
then dug their heels in with 
a 46-run partnership.With 
four runs needed, Trisha was 
cleaned up by Stonehouse, 
as Tiwari knocked off the 
winning runs.Besides Shafali, 
Richa Ghosh was the other 
international cricketer in the 
U-19 squad.Earlier, Sadhu 
bowled 20 dot balls in her 
quota of four overs. She 

struck in the fourth ball of the 
innings with a superb caught 
and bowled effort to get rid of 
Liberty Heap (0).

Spinner Archana 
then cleaned up Niamh 
Fiona Holland (10), while 
Gongadi Trisha pulled off 
a sensational catch to get 
rid of Grace Scrivens (4) to 
hand Archana her second 
wicket.Sadhu could have  
added another wicket to her 
name but senior pro Richa 
dropped a regulation catch 
of Ryana Macdonald Gay, 
who had edged an away 
going ball.The Bengal pacer, 
however, didn't have to wait 

longer as she went through  
the gates of Seren Smale (3) 
next.

Macdonald Gay played 
a couple of hits to the fence 
to ease the pressure but in-
form leg-spinner Parshavi 
Chopra then got into the 
act, trapping Charis Pavely 
(2) infront of wicket as  
England lost  
half their side for 39 in 
10 overs.Left-arm spinner 
Kashyap also kept things tight 
at the other end as Chopra 
removed Macdonald Gay 
with Archana taking a superb 
one-handed catch with a full 
dive at extra cover. India's 

fielding was exemplary in the 
big game.With England at 
46 for 6 in 12 overs, skipper 
Shafali brought herself in but 
Alexa Stonehouse hit her for a 
rare boundary.

Soumya was then in 
action as her direct hit found 
Josephine Groves short by a 
big margin, leaving England 
at 53 for 7.

Shafali and Richa then 
combined to pile further 
misery on England with the 
latter producing a stumping 
effort.Kashyap then removed 
Stonehouse with Sonam 
taking a dolly at cover.

JERUSALEM, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

An alarming spike in 
Israeli-Palestinian violence 
and sharp responses by both 
sides are testing the Biden 
administration as US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
plunges into a cauldron of 
deepening mistrust and anger 
on visits to Israel and the West 
Bank this week.

What had already been 
expected to be a trip fraught 
with tension over differences 
between the administration 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu's new 
far-right government has 
grown significantly more 
complicated over the past four 
days with a spate of deadly 
incidents.

Blinken's high-wire 
diplomatic act begins on 
Monday after he completes a 
brief visit to Egypt that has been 
almost entirely overshadowed 
by the deteriorating security 
situation in Israel and the 
West Bank.US officials say 
the main theme of Blinken's 

conversations with Netanyahu 
and Palestinian leader 

Mahmoud Abbas will be "de-
escalation." Yet Blinken will 
arrive in Israel just a day after 
Netanyahu's Security Cabinet 
announced a series of punitive 
measures against Palestinians 
in response to a weekend of 
deadly shootings in which 
Palestinian attackers killed 
seven Israelis and wounded 
five others in Jerusalem. 
Those shootings followed 
a deadly Israeli raid in the 
West Bank on Thursday that 
killed 10 Palestinians, most of 
them militants.The violence 
has made January one of 
the bloodiest months in the 
occupied West Bank and east 
Jerusalem in several years. 
While Blinken's trip has been 
planned for several weeks and 
will follow visits by President 
Joe Biden's national security 
adviser Jake Sullivan and 
CIA Director Willian Burns, 
it will be the highest-level US 
engagement with Netanyahu 
since he retook power last 
month and the first since the 
surge in violence.Already 
contending with the new 
Israeli government's far-right 

policies and its opposition 
to a two-state resolution to 
the long-running conflict, 
US officials have yet to 
weigh in on the retaliatory 
steps that include sealing 
and demolishing the homes 
of Palestinian attackers, 
cancelling social security 
benefits for their families and 
handing out more weapons to 
Israeli civilians.

Perhaps most alarming was 
Netanyahu's vague promise 
to "strengthen" Israel's West 
Bank settlements, built on 
occupied land the Palestinians 
claim as the heartland of a 
future state.

Bezalel Smotrich, an 
ultranationalist Cabinet 
minister whom Netanyahu has 
placed in charge of settlement 
policy, said he would seek 
new construction in a strategic 
section of the West Bank 
called E1. 

The US has repeatedly 
blocked previous attempts 
by Israel to develop the area.
US officials have, however, 
criticised Abbas' decision to 

suspend Palestinian security 
cooperation with Israel in the 
wake of the West Bank raid.

"We want to get the 
parties to not cease security 
cooperation but to really 
enhance the security 
coordination," said Barbara 
Leaf, the top US diplomat for 
the Middle East. "We are urging 
de-escalation and a calming 
of the situation."Ahead of 
his meeting with Blinken, 
Netanyahu said Sunday 
that Israel's response is 
not intended to exacerbate 
tensions.

"We are not seeking an 
escalation, but we are prepared 
for any scenario," Netanyahu 
told a Cabinet meeting. "Our 
answer to terrorism is a heavy 
hand and a strong, swift and 
precise response."

The Palestinians and 
some human rights groups 
believe the Israeli retaliation, 
including the demolition of 
homes of attackers' families, 
amounts to collective 
punishment and is illegal 
under international law.The 

turmoil has added yet another 
item to Blinken's lengthy 
diplomatic agenda that was 
already set to include Russia's 
war on Ukraine, tensions with 
Iran and crises in Lebanon 
and Syria; all of which weigh 
heavily in the US-Israel 
relationship.Easing strains 
on those issues, or at least 
averting new ones, are central 
to Blinken's mission despite 
Netanyahu's opposition to 
two of Biden's main Mideast 
priorities: reviving the 2015 
Iran nuclear deal and restarting 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 
But, with both of those matters 
stalled and little hope of any 
resumption in negotiations, 
the administration is 
attempting just to keep the 
concepts on life support.In the 
meantime, the administration 
has resolved to improve ties 
with the Palestinians that 
former President Donald 
Trump had severed. Although 
it has resumed suspended 
US assistance, its goal of 
re-opening the American 
consulate in Jerusalem to deal 
with Palestinian issues and 

the possibility of allowing 
the Palestinians to re-open 
their diplomatic mission 
in Washington have been 
blocked by a combination 
of Israeli opposition and US 
legal hurdles.

Blinken is unlikely to be 
able to offer the Palestinians 
any sign of progress on 
either of those matters, 
while pressing the case for 
further political reform in the 
Palestinian Authority.

The US has also remained 
silent on Netanyahu's 
proposed sweeping changes 
to Israel's judicial system, 
which would allow lawmakers 
to overrule decisions by the 
Supreme Court.

Recent weeks have 
seen mass protests in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv over 
the proposals that critics 
say would badly damage 
Israel's democratic standing. 
"It's clear that this issue of the 
judicial legislation packages 
is one that's sparked intense, 
intense discussion, debate 
within Israeli society," said 

Leaf. "It's clearly a measure 
of the vibrancy of the 
democracy that this is being  
contested so clearly up and 
down across segments of 
Israeli society."

While she and other US 
officials have spoken of the 
importance of "shared values" 
with Israel, they have steered 
clear of commenting on 
what they regard as a purely 
domestic issue.

"But now it became an 
issue" because of its proposed 
speed and scope, the public 
outcry, and growing concern 
among American Jewish 
leaders and members of 
Congress, said Eytan Gilboa, 
a US-Israel expert at Bar-Ilan 
University.

"There is much confusion 
about what the Israeli 
government is up to," he 
said. "If for Netanyahu 
Iran is the major issue, by  
pushing the judicial reform, 
he is diverting the attention 
from the number one, more 
critical issue of Iran's nuclear 
programme."

ISLAMABAD, JAN 30 
(PTI)

 At least 59 people, 
including over a dozen 
students, were killed on 
Sunday in two separate 
accidents in Pakistan, 
according to officials.

In the first accident, a 
bus carrying 48 people from 
Balochistan's provincial 
capital Quetta to Karachi, 
the capital of Sindh province, 
crashed into the pillar and 
subsequently careened into 
a ravine before catching fire 
in the Lasbela area, Assistant 
Commissioner Lasbela 
Hamza Anjum said.

"The speeding bus 
crashed into the pillar of a 
bridge while taking a U-turn 
near Lasbela and fell into a 
ravine and then caught fire," 
he told the media.

Anjum said till now 42 
bodies have been recovered 
from the accident site. The 
dead included women and 
children.

Only three people, 
including a child and a 
woman, could be rescued 
alive, the official said, adding 
that the death toll could rise 
as the injured were in critical 
condition.

"There were a total of 
48 people on the passenger 
coaster," he said.He said 
the bodies were charred 
beyond recognition and DNA 
testing will be done for the 
identification of the deceased.

Police and rescue officials 
were busy pulling out bodies 
and shifting them to the 

nearby hospitals, according to 
officials.

Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah expressed grief 
over the tragedy and extended 
condolences to the bereaved 
families.Such horrific road 
accidents happen frequently 
in Pakistan, especially in areas 
where roads and highways 
need repairs and no proper 
safety measures are followed 
while awarding licenses 
and permits to commercial 
vehicles.

In another incident, at 
least 17 students of a religious 

seminary were killed when 
their boat capsized in a lake in 
northwest Pakistan, according 
to officials.

The students, aged 
between seven and 14 years, 
of Madrassa Mirbash Khel 
were on an excursion trip 
when their boat capsized 
in the Tanda Dam lake in 
Kohat district of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, 
officials said.

The rescue workers have 
recovered 17 bodies, they 
said.Deputy Commissioner 
Kohat Furqan Ashraf said 
the boat was carrying 30 
people and most of them were 
children.

The Pakistan Army's 
rescue teams have also 
reached the site of the incident 
where rescue operations are 
being carried out.

Caretaker Chief Minister 
KPK Azam Khan directed 
the local administration to 
provide emergency relief to 
the affected families

59 killed in two accidents in Pakistan

Israeli-Palestinian cauldron tests US as Blinken visits

UK leader fires 
party chairman 
over tax bill 
allegations

LONDON, JAN30 (PTI) 
British Prime Minister 

Rishi Sunak fired the 
chairman of his ruling 
Conservative Party Sunday 
over a "serious breach" of 
the ministerial code.Pressure 
had been building on Nadhim 
Zahawi amid allegations he 
settled a multimillion-dollar 
unpaid tax bill while he was 
in charge of the country's 
Treasury.

In a letter to Zahawi, 
Sunak wrote he had been 
forced to act after promising 
at the start of his tenure that 
his government "would have 
integrity, professionalism 
and accountability at every 
level". Zahawi, the founder 
of polling website YouGov, 
had acknowledged a 
dispute with tax authorities, 
but argued his error was 
"careless and not deliberate".

India win inaugural Women's U-19 T20 World 
Cup with thumping win over England

Prez congratulates India's U-19 women's cricket 
team for winning inaugural T-20 world cup
NEW DELHI, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

President Droupadi 
Murmu on Sunday 
congratulated India's Under 
19 women's cricket team 
for winning the inaugural 
T-20 World Cup and said 
their victory has made the 
country proud.

"These talented young 
girls put up outstanding 
performance. These 
champions are an inspiration 
for our youth, especially the 
girls," she said.

India on Sunday won 
their maiden ICC title 
in women's cricket as a 
bunch of sprightly and 

talented teenagers lifted 
the inaugural U-19 World 
Cup with an emphatic 
seven-wicket victory over 
England."Congratulations 
to Team India for winning 
the inaugural Under 19 
Women's T20 World 

Cup for Cricket! These 
talented young girls put up 
outstanding performance. 
These champions are an 
inspiration for our youth, 
especially the girls. The 
historic win has made India 
proud," Murmu tweeted.

LUCKNOW, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

India beat New Zealand 
by six wickets in the second 
T20 to level the the three-
match series here on Sunday.

Opting to bat, New 
Zealand lost wickets at regular 
intervals to end with 99 for 
eight.Arshdeep Singh picked 

up two wickets for India,  
giving away only seven runs 

in his two overs.Chasing 100, 
Suryakumar Yadav remained 
unbeaten on 26 as India scored 
101 for four in 19.5 oversBrief 
Scores:New Zealand: 99 for 8 
in 20 overs (Mitchell Santner 
19; Arshdeep Singh 2/7).
India: 101 for 4 in 19.5 overs 
(Suryakumar Yadav 26 not 
out; Michael Bracewell 1/13).

India beat New Zealand by 
six wickets to level series

Opting to bat, New 
Zealand lost wickets at 
regular intervals to end 

with 99 for eight.

BHOPAL, JAN 30 (PTI) 
The fifth edition of the Khelo India 

Youth Games (KIYG) will be inaugurated by 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan in the presence of Union Minister 
for Sports and Youth Affairs Anurag Singh 
Thakur at Tatya Tope Nagar Stadium here on 
Monday evening.

The KYIG 2022 will be held at 23 venues 
in eight cities of the state in which nearly 
6,000 athletes will take part in 27 different 
sports, an official said.For the first time sports 
like kayaking, canoeing, canoe slalom and 
fencing will be part of the Khelo India Youth 
Games."All preparations for organising 
the Khelo India Youth Games have been 
completed. 

The games will start from Monday in a 
glittering manner on the theme 'Hindustan Ka 
Dil Dhadka Do' for 13 days," Chouhan told 
reporters on Sunday.Noted artists including 
Shaan, Neeti Mohan, Sivamani and Abhilipsa 
Panda will perform at the grand opening 
event, an official said.Union Minister of State 

for Youth Affairs and Sports Nisith Pramanik 
and Madhya Pradesh Youth Welfare and 
Sports Minister Yashodhara Raje Scindia will 
also be present on the occasion, the official 
said.The games will be held in eight MP cities 
- Bhopal, Indore, Ujjain, Gwalior, Jabalpur 
Mandla, Balaghat and Khargone (Maheshwar) 
- while one cycling event will be held in 
Delhi, she said.A total of 303 international 
and 1,089 national officials will be part of the 
games and nearly 2,000 volunteers will be 
deployed at different sport venues, the official 
said.

Khelo India Youth Games to 
commence in Madhya Pradesh

BEIJING, JAN 30 (PTI) 
Residents and travellers sought shelter 

after a strong earthquake rocked a remote part 
of northwestern China on Monday morning.No 
injuries or major damage have been reported 
following the temblor that struck the Xinjiang 
region at 7:49 a.m., according to the official 
Xinhua News Agency.State broadcaster CCTV 
showed footage of people evacuating an airport 
departure hall and ceiling fixtures swaying as 
the ground rocked. Ground crews were seen 
inspecting the airport's exterior as the sun began 

to rise over the region's Shahe county.The 
China Earthquake Networks Center registered 
the quake at a preliminary magnitude of 6.1, 
while the U.S. Geological Survey reported it as 
5.7.A vast, resource-rich region of mountains 
and deserts, Xinjiang is one of China's most 
seismically volatile regions, though most 
quakes strike in sparsely inhabited areas outside 
major cities.Investigators were checking on the 
epicenter but no disruptions had been reported 
to the local power grid, oil and gas production 
or petrochemical industries, Xinhua said.

Earthquake rocks China's 
northwestern Xinjiang region
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Housing Minister S Muthusamy and information Minister MP Saminathan canvassing 
votes at Odaipallam area, Erode, in the Erode East bypoll.

COIMBATORE  
JAN  30: 

The city-based Sri 
Ramakrishna Hospital 
organised a day-long 
conference at Velumani ammal 
memorial auditorium in the 
city to educate ambulance 
pilots and operators about 
emergency care as they were 

the ones who handle patients 
route to hospitals.

Emergency medical 
consultant Dr Manjunathan 
explained the audience about 
handling patients under code 
yellow conditions while his 
counterpart Dr Parthiban 
spoke about handling patients 
who are in need of intensive 

emergency care.
The conference took 

place in the presence of Dr P 
Sukumaran, dean and medical 
director of the hospital and 
CV Ram Kumar, CEO of 
SNS sons charitable trust. 
Over 100 ambulance pilots 
and operators attended the 
conference.

Sri Ramakrishna hospital organises 
conference for ambulance pilots

ERODE JAN 30: 
 BJP State President 

Annamalai will soon announce 
BJP's stand on Erode East 
bypoll after holding party 
functionaries meeting on Jan 
31, said BJP State General 
Secretary Muruganantham 
at the BJP District Executive 
Committee meeting held at the 
party office today. He said that 
BJP is in power in 80 per cent 

of states and in Tamil Nadu 
also,the party is growing fast. 

For Example  BJP 
captured Modakurichi 
constituency in Erode segment 
while none expected it. BJP is 
not working for the election. 
It is working with the aim of 
welfare of next generation and 
national. Today's meeting is 
also focussing on the people's 
problems in the district and 

solutions for them. The ruling 
DMK didn't fulfil many poll 
promises. 

So,  BJP wanted unity 
of opposition parties to 
defeat it in the bypoll, he 
added. Modakurichi MLA 
Dr CK Saraswathi, district 
president Vedanantham,  
vice president Sivakami and 
many others attended the 
meeting. 

Annamalai to announce party 
decision on Erode East bypoll soon

ERODE JAN 30 :  
Erode East Constituency DMDK 

candidate S Anand today denied the media 
report that he is going to join the DMK.He 
told reporters in Erode that the report is 
false.  DMDK treasurer Premalatha and 
her son Vijaya Prabhakaran are coming 
for the election campaign shortly. 

As DMK failed to fulfill its many poll 
promises, his campaign would focus on 
the omissions and commissions of DMK 
rule. 

If he is elected, he will strive to 
improve the basic facilities of the 
people in this constituency and provide 
employment opportunities and fulfil 

other needs of the people. The party state 
presidium chairman Dr Ilangovan and 
propaganda  secretary Mohanraj said 
AIADMK lost deposit in Pennagaram 
bypoll. But, within a few years, it came 
to power. Similarly, DMDK, which faced 
defeat in the past, would get victory in the 
coming elections, they hoped.  

DMDK candidate denies reports 
about his joining DMK

Naam Tamilar Katchi 
candidate Maneka 
Navaneethan,  BSc 
(Costume Design) 
Occupation: 
Medical Rep. 
Husband: 
Navaneethan 
Son: Arivan. Joint 
Secretary of 
women's wing of the 
party in Erode East 
segment. She has 
been continuously 
engaged in field 
work since the last 
Assembly election.

Erode East 
Assembly by-poll:

MUMBAI, JAN 30 (PTI) 
Actor Jyotika has finished shooting for "Sri", a biopic 

on visually impaired industrialist Srikanth Bolla.Starring 
Rajkummar Rao in the titular role, the film is directed 
by director Tushar Hiranandani. The film is backed by 
Bhushan Kumar and Nidhi Parmar Hiranandani.Jyotika, 
considered to be one of the most prolific performers in 
Tamil cinema, said working on the film has contributed 
immensely to her growth as an actor.

"Wrapped up my portions for 'SRI' with a heavy heart. 
One of the best crews I have ever worked with... Thank u 
Tushaar n Nidhi for all the respect and making me part of 
this meaningful cinema.

"Huge fan of yours Raj. It's an honour for me to 
share screen space with one of the most brilliant actors in 
Bollywood... I learnt so much from you. What I'm taking 
back from this team as an actor is.... GROWTH," she 
posted on Instagram."Sri" is produced by T-Series Films 
& Chalk N Cheese Films Production LLP. It also features 
actors Alaya F and Sharad Kelkar. 

Jyotika wraps filming for 
Rajkummar Rao-fronted 'Sri'

ERODE JAN 30: 
Erode city students 

wing AIADMK treasurer   
Muruganandam joined OPS 
team a few months ago.He 
was given the post of Erode 
Maanagar District Secretary 
post in ADMK OPS  team. 
It is expected that he would 
contest as OPS team candidate 
in Erode East segment.   

Muruganantham 
ADMK OPS candidate?

COIMBATORE JAN 30: 
Mr.Ravi Sam, Chairman, 

SIMA, has thanked the 
Minister of Textiles, Piyush 
Goyal for convening the 
stakeholders meeting of 
(Viscose Staple Fibre) 
VSF on 27th January 2023, 
deliberating the need for 
extension of time limit for 
VSF Quality Control Order 
(QCO) and the practical 
difficulties faced by the VSF 
value chain. 

 In a release, he has thanked 
the Minister for acceding to 
the request of the industry 
and extending the period 
by another 60 days and also 
directing the BIS to expedite 
the processing formalities, 
completing industry visits 
in a time bound manner and 
issue the BIS certification to 
the manufacturers located 
in different countries, who 
supply Viscose Staple Fibre to 
India.

India is importing Viscose 
Rayon Staple Fibre from 
over 20 countries including 
Indonesia, Austria, Hongkong, 
Singapore, China, Thailand, 
UK, Sri Lanka, Greece and 
Germany. 

 The industry had 
imported 60.76 million kgs 
during April 2021 to March 
2022 and 77.07 million kgs 
during April to November 
2022.  Adequate time is 

required for BIS and the VSF 
manufacturing companies in 
different countries to complete 
the formalities and issue the 
BIS certification.

 Mr.Ravi Sam has 
stated that several hundreds 
of VSF textiles and clothing 
manufacturers in the country 
though predominantly use 
indigenous VSF fibre, they 
heavily depend on certain 
specified VSF fibres to meet 

the requirements of nominated 
business.  He has said that 
QCO time extension has 
enabled these manufacturers 
to get the imports without any 
difficulties that might land 
the country till March.  SIMA 
Chief has advised all the 
suppliers and manufacturers 
to take necessary steps and 
process the BIS applications 
on a fast track and obtain the 
certificates at the earliest.

Minister thanked for extending the 
period of implementation of VSFQCO

 In a release, he has thanked the 
Minister for acceding to the request of 
the industry and extending the period 
by another 60 days and also directing 

the BIS to expedite the processing formalities, 
completing industry visits in a time bound 

manner and issue the BIS certification to the 
manufacturers located in different 

countries, who supply Viscose Staple 
Fibre to India.

BHUBANESWAR,  
JAN 30 (PTI) 

Odisha Governor Ganeshi 
Lal, Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik and many other 
dignitaries from different 
walks of life on Monday paid 
their tributes to deceased 
minister Naba Kishore Das, 
who was gunned down 
allegedly by a policeman 
at Brajrajnagar town in 
Jharsuguda district.

The chief minister, 
who had on Sunday visited 
the hospital twice during 
hospitalization and after 
Das's death, on Monday 
morning again visited the 
minister's official residence 
where his mortal remains 
were kept.Both the governor 
and CM also met the 
family members of Das and 
expressed their condolences.
Many ministers, MPs, MLAs, 
former lawmakers, BJP state 

president Samir Mohanty and 
Congress leaders also visited 
Das's official residence. 
The state government also 
accorded Guard of Honour to 
the departed minister.

Later, the minister's body 
was taken to the BJD party 
office where hundreds of 
people made a beeline to pay 
their last respect to Das. His 
body would be flown to his 

native place in Jharsuguda 
where the final rites would 
be conducted with full state 
honour, said BJD vice-
president Debi Prasad Mishra.

The state government 
on Sunday evening had 
announced three-day 
mourning across Odisha 
as a mark of respect to the 
departed minister. There will 
be no official entertainment 

for three days from January 
29-31 throughout the state, a 
notification said.

"It has been decided by 
the Government of Odisha 
that as a mark of respect, state 
honour would be accorded to 
the departed dignitary. The 
national flag will be flown at 
half-mast on the day of death 
in the state capital and on the 
day of funeral at the place 
where it takes place," the 
release said.

The minister, 60, was shot 
at Brajrajnagar town around 1 
pm on Sunday allegedly by 
Assistant Sub-inspector of 
Police (ASI) Gopal Das, who 
is believed to be suffering 
from mental disorder.A team 
of doctors at Apollo Hospital 
operated on him after he was 
airlifted from Jharsugada 
to Bhubaneshwar, but he 
eventually succumbed to 
injuries.

Odisha Governor, Chief Minister 
pay tributes to Naba Das

AHMEDABAD, JAN 30 (PTI) 
An earthquake of 4.2 magnitude hit Gujarat's Kutch 

district on Monday morning, the Institute of Seismological 
Research (ISR) said.

There was no report of any loss of life or damage 
to property, district authorities said.The earthquake was 
recorded at 6.38 am with its epicentre 11 km north-north 
east of Dudhai village in the district, the Gandhinagar-based 
ISR said in an update on its website.

It was preceded by a tremor of 3.2 magnitude reported 
at 5.18 am with its epicentre 23 km east-southeast of 
Khavda village in the district, the ISR said.

Kutch, which is about 400 km away from Ahmedabad, 
is located in a very high risk seismic zone and earthquakes 
of low intensity occur there regularly.

The district, located in Saurashtra region, experienced 
a devastating earthquake in January 2001 in which 13,800 
people were killed and another 1.67 lakh were injured. 
The earthquake had caused severe damage to properties in 
various towns and villages of the district.

4.2 magnitude earthquake jolts 
Kutch in Gujarat; no casualty

ERODE JAN 30: 
DMK-Congress alliance's 

chances of victory in the Erode 
East by-election is bright, 
said Health Minister Ma 
Subramaniam.

While speaking at the cadres 
meeting in support of the Erode 
DMK-Congress alliance at 
Thirunagar, Erode, on Sunday, 
he said the CM has enforced 
various schemes and in Erode 
also, drainages were under 
construction. A few days back 
CM gave appointment orders 
to 130 Sidda Homeopathic 

Ayurveda doctors  has given 
job order 130 doctors and 800 
more are going to be recruited 
in the department through the 
medical recruitment board. In 
Erode government hospital, 

contract workers have already 
agreed to get the salary specified 
in the contract. He said that 
government banned poisonous 
'Sanipowder' to check women's 
suicide incident. 

DMK's victory chance is bright: 
Health Minister Ma Subramaniam 

AGARTALA, JAN 30 (PTI) 
Security was beefed up across Tripura to 

avoid any untoward incident on Monday, the 
last day of filing nomination papers for the 
upcoming assembly elections, a poll official 
said.The Election Commission has so far 
received 67 nominations for the February 16 
assembly polls, he said.

"We are hoping that returning officers will 
receive around 300 nominations on Monday," 
Chief Electoral Officer Gitte Kirankumar 
Dinkarrao said.

In the 2018 elections, the poll panel had 
received around 350 nomination papers, he 
said.

"Since the candidates will hold rallies 
to mark submission of their nominations, 
security has been tightened around Agartala 
and in other parts of the state to avoid any 
untoward incident. Besides, videography will 
also be done on the filing of papers," he said.

The CEO also said returning officers have 
already held meetings with representatives of 
political parties to make the process smooth 
and peaceful.

All the Left Front candidates have already 
submitted nomination papers, while nominees 
of ruling BJP and IPFT, and opposition 
Congress, Tipra Motha and TMC will file 
their papers during the day.

Security beefed up in poll-bound Tripura 
on last day of filing nomination papers

NEW DELHI, JAN 30 (PTI) 
A woman member of the CPI (Maoist), wanted in a 

case related to an attack on a police party in 2021 that left 
22 personnel dead and 30 others injured, was arrested in 
Chhattisgarh, an NIA spokesperson said on Monday.

Madkam Ungi alias "Kamla", a resident of 
Muthamadgu in Bijapur district, was arrested during a raid 
on Sunday and subsequently, produced before the NIA 
Special Court in Jagdalpur, the spokesperson said.

She was arrested by the NIA-Raipur in connection 
with a case pertaining to the attack by armed CPI (Maoist) 
members on police and security force personnel near 
Tekalgudiyam village in Bijapur in 2021 that resulted in 
death of 22 policemen and injuries to 30 others, the official 
of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) said.

The case was initially registered by the Tarrem police 
station in Bijapur district and was later re-registered by 
the NIA on June 5, 2021, the spokesperson said.During 
investigations, the NIA said, an input was received that a 
wanted woman Maoist was hiding in the Bhopalpatanam 
area of Bijapur district.Immediately, an NIA team from 
Raipur was mobilised and deployed as part of an operation 
to apprehend her, the agency said.Further probe in the case 
is in progress, the spokesperson said.

NIA arrests woman 
Maoist in Chhattisgarh

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin addressed the gathering at a medical conference organized at 
Muthamizh Peravai in Chennai. MLAs Ezhilan and Velu, lyricist Vairamuthu, advisor to the federation of ENT 
doctors in Tamil Nadu Mohan Kameshwaran, president of the federation Thirumalaivelu, secretary Sankar, 

treasurer Ragunanthan and others were present at the event.
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Even after the BJP came to power, even 
before it came, the party functionaries 
have been making denigrating comments 

on women. They are saying that culture is important 
especially for women and that they should wear only 
certain clothes.

A BJP leader also said that sexual assault happens 
only because women go to work and such mistakes 
happen because women go outside after 6 o'clock.A 
few years ago, S.V Shekhar, a BJP supporter, was 
embroiled in a huge controversy after he made an 
obnoxious comment about a woman journalist. He 
apologized as the strong continents arose.

In addition, the BJP spread slander about a Dalit 
girl who was severely beaten, sexually assaulted 
and burnt in Hadhras, Uttar Pradesh. Assam BJP 
Chief Minister HimantaBiswa Sharma has again 
found himself in trouble for making controversial 
comments while continuing to make comments 
against women.

Speaking at a program held yesterday in 
Guwahati area, he said, "Our (Assam) state 
government has implemented many schemes for 
women. Also, strict action is being taken against 
child marriage and violence against women. Just 
as conception at a young age is a dangerous thing, 
similarly having a child beyond the age of majority 
is not a right thing to do." Older motherhood can 
also cause complications.God has designed our 
bodies to do all things at a certain age.

Therefore, women should attain motherhood in 
their 22 to 30 years of age. If girls of this age are 
unmarried, they should get married soon," he said.

At a time when many people are raising 
awareness that women should get married only after 
they earn their own money, women should not be 
dependent on men in the house, and therefore it is 
mandatory for a woman to go to work, a state chief 
minister has stired a great controversy by speaking 
like this.

Also, many feminist activists are criticizing and 
condemning this comment of the BJP Chief Minister 
that marriage is the personal right of women and it is 
not the job of the Chief Minister to talk about getting 
married and having children at this age.A state chief 
minister has now appeared in the list of BJP people 
who publish controversial posts about women.

Prime Minister Modi even talked about women 
while speaking yesterday. He stated that even women 
have started entering the armed forces. BJP should 
make its party members aware that they should not 
speak denigratingly about such women and should 
speak very carefully!

BJP Chief Minister on 
controversial speakers’ list

AMMK state deputy general secretary and former 
minister Shanmugavelu addressing AMMK Erode 

East bypoll committee meeting at Erode on Sunday. 
He said AMMK candidate Sivaprasath would file 
nomination on feb 3 when party election office 

would be declared open. As the DMK did not fulfill its 
poll promises and AIADMK was split into two and are 

expected  to contest without Two Leaves symbol, 
the AMMK would get victory with slender margin, he 

hoped.

CHENNAI JAN 30: 
Tamil Nadu Governor 

RN Ravi on Sunday said that 
some people are opposing 
New Education Policy (NEP) 
out of pure ignorance without 
reading it properly.

Ravi participated at the 
golden jubilee celebration of 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya in the 
city as a chief guest. Former 
vice chancellor of Madras 
University SP Thiyagarajan, 
school director O Nambiyar 
and spiritual advisor of the 
school Swamy Mithranandaji 
attended the function.  Ravi 
honoured students and 
teachers with certificates for 
their best performance.

Addressing the gathering, 

the Governor said, “There is 
no great book like Bhagavad 
Gita which speaks about 
everything that is necessary 
for life. Even after the 
independence, we continue 

to follow the colonised 
educational methods. 
Though unity, humanity 
and brotherhood evolved 
from India, we have failed 
to showcase our path to 
the world. But now the 
situation has changed and it 
is because the country has 
the right leader. We should 
not procrastinate further. It 
is the responsibility of India 
to make the world a place in 
another 25 years.”

Claiming the NEP as 
revolutionary, he said that 
certain people have been 
opposing it out of sheer 
ignorance without reading it 
properly.

We could attain our target 

of becoming a developed 
nation only with the NEP, 
he said, adding that it was 
saddening to see people in 
higher government post quote 
British government for the 
country’s development.

“People point out 
Abraham Lincoln as an 
example for democracy. 
Women had no rights in his 
period. But India has given its 
women the rights and power 
for several years. 

We should take pride in 
our culture. The division that 
arose during British period, 
still continues in the country 
in the name of religion and 
caste. We should unite without 
differences,” he added.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin met Asha 
Malviya, who has been cycling through Madhya 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala and 
Karnataka to create awareness about women 

safety and empowerment, at his camp office in 
Chennai during her visit to Tamil Nadu.

Opposing NEP is pure ignorance: Guv RN Ravi

NEW DELHI, JAN 30 
(PTI) 

The nation remembered 
Mahatma Gandhi on his 75th 
death anniversary on Monday 
with President Droupadi 
Murmu and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi offering floral 
tributes to the 'Father of the 
Nation' at his memorial Raj 
Ghat.

Vice president Jagdeep 
Dhankhar, Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla, Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh, 
Housing and Urban Affairs 

Minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri also paid homage to 
the Mahatma."I bow to 
Bapu on his Punya Tithi and 
recall his profound thoughts. 
I also pay homage to all 
those who have been 
martyred in the service of 

our nation. Their sacrifices 
will never be forgotten  
and will keep strengthening 
our resolve to work for a 
developed India," Prime 
Minister Modi tweeted.A 
two-minute silence was 
observed in honour of 

Mohandas Karmchand 
Gandhi, affectionately 
known as Bapu, who was 
assassinated on this day in 
1948. His death anniversary 
is observed as Martyrs' Day.

An interfaith prayer was 
held at the Raj Ghat and 
Mahatma Gandhi's favourite 
devotional songs were played.

A gun salute was given 
at the memorial where 
school students and people 
from different walks of life 
gathered to pay respects to 
Mahatma Gandhi.

President, Prime Minister pay tributes 
to Mahatma Gandhi at Raj Ghat

“ “  I also pay homage to all those who have 
been martyred in the service of our nation. Their 

sacrifices will never be forgotten and will keep 
strengthening our resolve to work for a developed 

India," Prime Minister Modi tweeted.

Coimbatore collector GS Sameeran handed over a cheque worth Rs 5 lakh to Haripriya the widow of 
reporter Karthik Madan who had died in a road accident in Uttarakhand, at his office in the city in the 

presence of public relations officer Senthil Anna.   

ERODE JAN 30: 
I don't want to reply to  

BJP President Annamalai's 
views, Erode East by-election 
Congress candidate and 
former Union Minister EVKS 
Elangovan said. 

SDPI planned to announce 
its candidate in the segment. 
But, when he visited the SDPI 
office at Erode on Monday 
and sought its support, the 
party extended its support to 
him.  He thanked the SDPI 
party for coming forward to 

support him.  When  he was 
asked about the release of an 
audio attributed to the BJP 
state president Annamalai  
about money dustribution in 
this election, he said he did 
not hear it. 

But he don't want to reply 
to persons like Annamalai. 
Now, many are releasing 
my speeches also in social 
media after editing it to 
damage my reputation. But,  
such speeches were related 
to different contexts and in 

different alliances.  
But , I don't bother about 

it.   Chief minister is working 
tirelessly for the welfare of 
people and enforced various 
welfare schemes for them. 
So,  he will fulfill all his poll 
promises and give Rs 1000  
also per month to women.  BBC 
has released a documentary 
on the massacre of minorities 
in Gujarat.  We have already 
said that PM Modi was behind 
such incident. Similarly our 
leader Rahul Gandhi has said 

about the corruptions of Adani 
Group.  Now, a US company 
has investigated and published 
a report about Adani group, 
he noted.  My grandfather 
Periyar, father Sampath and 
my son Thirumahan  have 
done a lot of work for the 
development of Erode. 

I agreed to contest to do 
the works that they left behind. 
If you compared my contest 
with a stand of a collector to 
work as a deputy tahsildar, he 
said I am even ready to work 
as peon. 

But, my aim is to serve 
people whether it is a collector 
or a peon.  I am contesting 
only to work for the welfare 
of the people. Similarly, I will 
work for the people under 
the Legislative Congress 
Committee leader, he said. 
SDPI State President Nellai 
Mubarak, District President 
Luqman and many others 
were present.

I don't want to reply to Annamalai: EVKS 

CHENNAI JAN 30: 
Actress Nayantara 

has decided to act only in 
woman centric movies. 

The actress who is 
known for picking movies 
carefully, has decided to 
act with leading actors 
in commercial movies 
only if her role is of any 
importance. She had recently 
acted in a woman-centric 
horror movie - Connect.

 Though it had good 
box office collection, it was 

not critically acclaimed. Now, she has paired with actor 
‘Jayam’ Ravi in a movie titled Iraivan that was being 
directed by Ahamed. 

Her movie with Shah Rukh Khan titled ‘Jawan’ is set 
to hit theatres on June 3 in multiple languages.

Nayantara decides to act only 
in woman centric movies

ERODE JAN 30: 
Erode AIADMK advocate wing 

district president and former MP 
Selvakumarasinnaiyan said that in the 
Erode East Assembly by-elections, to be 
held on February 27, voters should not be 
allowed to vote only on the basis of booth 
slip.In a petition to the election returning 
officer and corporation commissioner 
Sivakumar, he said the poll should be 

held honestly. 
Voters should be allowed to vote 

only if they bring Voter ID card or 
Aadhaar card along with the booth slip. 
Booth slip should be given to voters 15 
days before the date of election. Only 
officials authorized by the Election 
Officers should go door to door and give 
booth slip to voters and not to any other 
individual or party. The booth slip giving 

officials should present at all polling 
booths and no one be allowed to give the 
slips. The voters who didnot get the slips 
should be given the slip only if they show 
voter ID or Aadhar cards.Similarly many 
people who were in Railway Colony and  
Periyar or Sampath Nagars areas have 
migrated to other places. After finding 
them booth slips should be given to them, 
he pleaded. 

"Voting should not be allowed if 
only booth slip is brought"

5x4 cms.

Smt.M.Chellammal

MISSING
I, M.Chellammal W/o.Munisamy 
residing at D.No.3/2, Aliyar Nagar, 
Navama la i ,  Ana ima la i  Tau lk , 
Coimbatore District, inform that 
my house Document in Original 
No.374/1989 registered at Pollachi 
SRO was lost on 07.02.2022. near 
Pollachi SRO Office while going to 
take Xerox of the same, My efforts 
to trace the same were gone in vain. 
Those who found the same may 
inform me at the above address.

nfhj« nkhndhf® Kš, (Gotham 
Monohar Mull), j/bg. nkhndhf® 

Kš, ãwªj njâ : 22.01.1961, (ãw¥ãl«  : 

nfhaK¤ö®, jÄœehL), 127, 

át R¥ukÂa« nuhL, R S òu«, 

nfhaK¤ö® - 641002, v‹w 

Éyhr¤âš tá¤J tU« eh‹ 

ïÅnk‰ bfh©L nfhj« rª¤ 

nkhndhf® Kš (GOTHAM 
CHAND MONOHAR MULL) vd 

miH¡f¥gLntdhfî«.

bga® kh‰w«

nfhj« nkhndhf® Kš

I, Gotham Monohar Mull,  

S/o. Monohar Mull, Born on : 

22.01.1961, (Place of Birth : 

Coimbatore, Tamilnadu), residing 

at 127, Siva Subramaniyam 

Road, R S Puram, Coimbatore - 

641002, shall hence forth be 

known as GOTHAM CHAND 
MONOHAR MULL

NAME CHANGE

Gotham Monohar Mull

5x4

ghy¡fhL - 678554, 

bfhÊŠrh«ghiw, m¤â¡nfhL, 

NÇa¥ghiw v‹w KftÇÆš 

tá¤J tU« âU.m©zhkiy 

KjÈah® mt®fË‹ kf‹ m. 

fânur‹ M»a eh‹ 14.03.2020 

m‹W vdJ å£oid 

nfha«ò¤ö®, á£nfh nghÞ£, 

fhkuh{ ef®, f.v©.1/41 v‹w 

KftÇ¡F FobgaU« bghGJ 

vdJ jhah® R¥gh¤jhŸ mt®fŸ 

bgaÇš »z¤J¡flî rh® 

gâths® mYtyf¤âš 08.04.1964 

m‹W gâî brŒa¥g£l g¤âu 

v©.464/1964 bfh©l »iua 

mrš Mtz« bjhiyªJÉ£lJ 

nk‰f©l »iua g¤âu 

Mtz¤ij vtnuD« 

f©blL¤jhš Ñœ¡f©l 

KftÇÆš x¥gil¡FkhW 

nf£L¡bfhŸs¥gL»wJ. nkY« 

nk‰f©l Mtz¤ij it¤J 

VnjD« Éšy§f Étfhu§fis 

V‰gL¤j Ka‹whš mJ v‹id 

v›Éj¤âY« f£L¥gL¤jhJ 

vd m¿É¡f¥gL»wJ.

 bghJ m¿É¥ò

A.Kadiresan, 
S/o.Annamalai Muthaliar,

Suryappara, Athikode, 
Kozhinjampara, Palakkad - 678554.

Cell No : 9400843698

10(h)x4(w)

 PUBLIC NOTICE 
I,A.Kadiresan, S/o.Annamalai 
Muthaliar, residing at Suryappara, 
Athikode, Kozhinjampara, Palakkad - 
678554 Original Sale Deed Document 
registered on 08.04.1964 the same 
was registered before Sub Registrar 
Office, Kinathukadavu, Coimbatore 
as Doc No.464/1964 in  my 
mother ’ s  name Subba tha l . 
The said document found missing 
on 14.03.2020. While shifting 
my house from No.1/41, Kamaraj 
Nagar, Sidco Post, Coimbatore 
meanwhile the document found 
missing. If  anybody got the 
above said document please inform 
to me. If anybody misuse the above 
said document that will not bind 
my self.

A.Kadiresan, 
S/o.Annamalai Muthaliar,

Suryappara, Athikode, 
Kozhinjampara,

 Palakkad - 678554.
Cell No : 9400843698

CHENNAI 
JAN 30: 

Actor 
Nepoleon’s 
video about 
leading 
Kollywood 
actor Vijay 
has gone 
viral on 
social media platforms. In the video, 
Nepoleon was found saying, “Vijay 
and I had some disputes while 
shooting for Pokkiri movie. Since 
then we have stopped talking and I 
had stopped watching his movies. 

But now I am ready to interact 
with him and willing to act in his 
movies. But before that let the actor 
talk with his parents.”

Actor Nepoleon’s 
video about Vijay 
goes viral

MUMBAI, JAN 30 (PTI) 
Voting is underway on Monday for 

five Maharashtra Legislative Council 
seats, in a contest primarily between the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party-Shiv Sena 
(Shinde faction) and the Maha Vikas 
Aghadi.

The term of five Upper House 
members - two from graduates' and three 
from teachers' constituencies - is expiring 
on February 7.

The Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) 
has declared support to Shubhangi Patil 
(independent) in Nashik graduates' 
constituency, Balaram Patil (independent) 
in Konkan teachers' constituency, 
Vikram Kale (NCP) in Aurangabad 
teachers' constituency, Sudhakar Adbale 
(independent) in Nagpur teachers' 
constituency and Dhiraj Lingade 
(Congress) in Amravati graduates' 

constituency.
The BJP has fielded Ranjit Patil 

from Amravati graduates' seat, and 
Nagorao Ganar, Dyaneshwar Mhatre 
and Kiran Patil from Nagpur, Konkan 
and Aurangabad teachers' constituencies 
respectively.

In Nashik graduates' constituency, 
suspended Congress leader Satyajeet 
Tambe is contesting as an independent.

The Congress had suspended Tambe 
for six years after he filed the nomination 
as an independent candidate.

The Congress had also suspended 
his father and MLC Sudhir Tambe, who 
did not file nomination papers after being 
nominated as the party candidate from the 
Nashik division graduates' constituency.

Counting of votes will be taken up on 
February 2.

Voting underway for five seats 
of Maha Legislative Council

KOLKATA, JAN 30 (PTI)
 West Bengal Chief Minister West Bengal will leave for 

a three-day tour of Birbhum, Malda and Purba Bardhaman 
districts on Monday to review the administrative works 
there, an official said.She will also speak to Trinamool 
Congress workers during her tour, he said.

Banerjee will inaugurate the 46th Kolkata International 
Book Fair on Monday and then fly to Bolpur in a chopper. 
On Tuesday Banerjee will visit Malda, where she is 
scheduled to hold a public distribution meeting, he said. 

"The services provided under the 'Duare Sarkar' 
(government at the doorstep) scheme are supposed to be 
distributed by Banerjee in Malda. 

There is also a bicycle distribution programme for 
students scheduled there. After that the CM will be 
returning to Bolpur," the official said.

On Wednesday, Banerjee is likely to be present at 
another programme of the state government at Bolpur's 
Dakbangla Maidan, he said.

She will be staying at Bolpur in Birbhum district in 
all the three days of her tour.Sources said that Banerjee is 
likely to meet Nobel laureate Amartya Sen at his Bolpur 
residence and is likely to return to the city on Wednesday 
evening.

Mamata to leave for 3-day 
tour to WB districts


