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124TH FLOWER SHOW KICK STARTS IN OOTY
CM inaugurates the show and admire displays
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ADMISSIONS 2022-23

Ooty - 643 004, Tamilnadu, India.

Accredited to the Council of International Schools (CIS) and
New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC)

Founded in 1977 by visionary educationists, Late Dr. P.C. Thomas (1943-2020) and Mrs. Elsamma 
Thomas, Good Shepherd International School (GSIS) is a fully residential IB continuum school.

Ÿ Affiliated with the Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE), Cambridge 
International (UK) and the International Baccalaureate (IB) exam boards

Ÿ Accredited to the Council of International Schools (CIS) and New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC)

Ÿ Consistently ranked among India's top 3 international residential schools and #1 in Tamil Nadu

Ÿ IGBC (Indian Green Building Council) certified school

The school offers the following three internationally renowned pre-university examination systems in the 
world :-

 1) ICSE and ISC of the Indian Council of Examinations

 2) Cambridge International Examinations (IGCSE) 

 3) International Baccalaureate Program for Grades 3-12

Sprawled across 150 green acres in the Nilgiris, GSIS is nationally acclaimed for its meticulously 
landscaped campus hosting superior infrastructure along with:

 1) 40+ co-curricular activities

 2) 700+ fully residential students

 3) 44 years of academic excellence  

 4) 4:1 Student-Teacher ratio

Ÿ  Smart boards and WiFi access points
Ÿ  44 ICT enabled classrooms 

Ÿ  4 Design Technology workshops

Ÿ  40-acre organic farm and dairy 

Ÿ Globally comparable facilities in 15 sports

Ÿ One centrally heated swimming pool, rifle 
shooting range

Ÿ 17 badminton courts, two soccer fields, ten 
basketball courts, two volleyball courts, eight 

GSIS is now accepting applications for the Academic Year 2022-23 for Grades III to IX and Grade XI. 
Applications are open to students of all nationalities for the academic curricula of ICSE / ISC / IGCSE / 
Cambridge Primary / Cambridge Lower Secondary / IB (PYP, MYP, DP).

For more information or to apply for admission at the Good Shepherd International School, please visit 

https://gsis.ac.in/

Infrastructure & Facilities 

tennis courts, two hockey fields and an eight-acre 
golf 

Ÿ Highest cricket stadium in the world

Ÿ 17 musical arts

Ÿ Two brand new state of the art sports complexes 
encompass 16 squash cour ts with wooden 
flooring, 4 badminton courts, gymnasium, Yoga 
hall and a basketball court

Ooty, May.20
The Chief Minister  

M.K.Stalin inaugurated the 
124th Flower Show inOoty 
today and admired the 

vegetable and fruit carvings 
displayed in the show.  With 
the summer season at the 
peak, the Flower Show is 
being held after 2 years in 

the Ooty the queen of hill 
stations. The show which 
began at the Government 
Botanical Gardens will go 
on for five days.  To attract 

tourists 5 lakh plants of 
several flower varieties have 
been developed displayed. A 
flower decoration in the shape 
of the number 200 signifying 

the founding of Ooty town 
200 years back was a major 
attraction. A flower decoration 
in the shape of the elevation 
of the Tamilnadu Agricultural 

University building made 
out of 1 lakh flowers was 
another attraction. Coronation 
flowers were brought from 
Bangalore and Hosur for 

making the above decoration. 
Flower sculptures of the 
six native tribes of Nilgiris 
made out of cut flowers and 
the 10 arches made out of 
thousands of cut flowers were 

also a big draw. The Chief 
Minister inaugu rated the 
flower show today morning,  
visited the fruit and vegetable 
carving galleries and admired 
them.
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Commissioner of the Corporation, Coimbatore, Rajagopal Sunkara, inspecting the 
attendance records at the Health Inspector's Office, Racecourse, Central Zone and 

gave instructions to the Sanitary Workers on the works to be done.

District Collector Kumaravel Pandian handed over 5 kg of rice, blankets, buckets and 
mats to 29 Narikkuravar families living in Vandaranthangal area on the second day of 
'Jamabandhi'held at the Katpadi Tahsildar's Office, Vellore District. Accompanied by 
Assistant Director (Land Survey) Rajaganesh, Tahsildar Jagan and Disability Welfare 

Officer Saravanan.

ERODE MAY 20:
 Politics is more 

important for Congress than 
the death of the beloved 
leader Rajiv Gandhi, who 
was brutally assassinated 
so that only they didn't 
strongly condemn the release 
of Perarivalan by the SC, 
who said one among the 
convicted person in the 
case, said TMC youth wing 
president M Yuvaraja.

In a release, he said 
in 2011, when I was the 
President of the  
Tamil Nadu Youth Congress, 
a resolution was passed in 
the Assembly regarding 
the release of the culprits 

in the assassination of the 
late Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi.  

Condemning the 
decision, we, along with the 
surviving family members 
of the gory incident held 
a protest in front of the 
Gandhi statue at the Chennai 
Marina Beach.  We staged 
a demonstration trying to 
block the Chief Minister's 
vehicle, which was returning 
after the Assembl meeting, 
in front of the Gandhi 
statue. Then the Tamil Nadu 
Police attacked the Youth 
Congress executives and 
arrested. Now,  it hurts that 
the Congress leaders and 

volunteers  do not even have 
the feeling we had then.  

Looking at what is 
happening now, the All India 
Congress party executives 
are more interested in 
supporting the CM MK 
Stalin than to condemn 
the release of Perarivalan. 
It seems that they  think 
Stalin's relationship is more 
important than the release.  

The activities of the All 
India Congress and the Tamil 
Nadu Congress confirm the 
same as they didn't announce 
any major stir against the 
release due to the 'polititical 
gain,' he rued.

TMC flays Cong for not staging any 
massive stir against release of Perarivalan

Samajwadi Party leader Azam 
Khan released from prison

CANNES, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Satyajit Ray's 
"Pratidwandi" (The 
Adversary), made in 1970 
with Dhritiman Chatterjee 
in the lead role of a 
disillusioned job-seeker in 
a rapidly changing city, has 
resurfaced at the 75th Cannes 
Film Festival in the form of a 
restored print.

The film played to a 
packed Salle Bunuel as part 
Cannes Classics. Neither the 
producer of the film Purnima 
Dutta nor the man who 
supervised the restoration 
project, Mumbai-based 
cinematographer Sudeep 
Chatterjee, were at hand to 
enlighten the audience about 
the restoration project.On a 
telephone call from Mumbai, 
Chatterjee says: It was a very, 
very exciting job for me. 
I was extremely honoured 
to be part of the restoration 
project.The restoration of 
"Pratidwandi" and many 
other early Ray films has been 
undertaken under the aegis of 

the National Film Heritage 
Mission of the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry.

Chatterjee reveals: In all 
it was a two-month process, 
but for me it involved 12 
to 15 days of full-time 
work.'Pratidwandi' is such 
an unusual Ray film, very 
angsty and provocative. It 
also offers such a fantastic 
representation of the Kolkata 
of 50 years ago, he adds.That 
is exactly the thought that 
Cannes Classics programmer 
Gerald Duchaussoy 
expressed a day earlier in 
an informal chat with this 
correspondent.Kolkata-born 
Chatterjee is best known 
for his collaborations with 
Bollywood director Sanjay 
Leela Bhansali ('Guzaarish', 
'Bajirao Mastani', 
'Padmaavat' and 'Gangubai 
Kathiawadi'). He has also 
shot films for Buddhadeb 
Dasgupta ('Kaalpurush'), 
Shimit Amin ('Chak De! 
India') and Nagesh Kukunoor 
('Iqbal' and 'Dor'), besides 
numerous other directors 
in Mumbai and Kolkata.

Talking about the state that 
'Pratidwandi' was in when 
it came to him, Chatterjee 
points out that producer 
Purnima Dutta had repeatedly 
turned down the American 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences' request 
to hand over the film to them 
for restortion.It was after 
much persuasion from the 
then National Film Archive 
of India (NFAI) director 
Prakash Magdum that she 
agreed to provide the film 
for the restoration project.
We could use only about 
70 per cent of the original 
negative of Pratidwandi. The 
remaining 30 per cent came 
from dupes made from four 
or five different positives, 
says Chatterjee. Given the 
condition of the negative, the 
turnaround has been nothing 
short of miraculous. But 
Chatterjee admits that it is not 
very consistent in terms of 
contrast.The restoration has, 
however, achieved its avowed 
purpose: it has revived a Ray 
film that deserves a new lease 
of life.

Bollywood DoP, absent from 
Cannes, talks Ray restoration

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI)

 Hardened by the difficult 
circumstances in her career, 
newly-crowned World 
Champion boxer Nikhat 
Zareen said she has adopted 
a combative approach where 
"whatever happens I have to 
fight and give my best."

Continuing her stellar 
run, Zareen out-punched 
Thailand's Jitpong Jutamas 
by unanimous 5-0 verdict 
to clinch the flyweight 
(52kg) gold in Istanbul on 
Thursday."These two years, 
I focused on my game only 
and whatever the weaknesses 
were there in my game, I 
tried to improve," Zareen told 
reporters after her bout.

"I worked on my strong 
points and on where I lacked 
in my game. I worked on 
the aspects where I needed 
to work and made myself 
strong."All those hurdles 
which I have faced in my 
career have made me strong. 
I have become mentally 
strong after all these and 
my thought process is that 
whatever happens, I have to 
fight and give my best," she 
added.Zareen's golden feat 

comes two-years after she 
had written to then sports 
minister Kiren Rijiju asking 
for a "fair trial" for the 
Olympic Qualifiers.

Zareen was trolled on 
social media mercilessly 
for this while the legendary 
Mary Kom had caustically 
asked "Who Nikhat Zareen?"

Zareen eventually lost 
the bout to Mary Kom in 
the trials, missing out on 
a chance to qualify for the 
Tokyo Games.The 2011 
junior world champion also 
had to overcome a career-
threatening shoulder injury, 
which kept her out of the 
ring for a year and saw her 
miss all the big-ticket events 
like the Commonwealth 
Games, Asiad and World 
Championships in 2018."In 
2017, I dislocated my 
shoulder, I had to go under 
surgery and then I didn't take 
part in any competition for 
a year. I came back in 2018 
but I wasn't at my peak so I 
missed the big tournaments 
CWG, Asiad and World 
Championships."But I 
didn't give up and after the 
comeback in 2019 haven't 
looked back. I have taken 

all competitions as an 
opportunity and I believed in 
myself. Because of that here 
I'm today."

Zareen will now prepare 
for the Commonwealth 
Games trial for which she 
will have to drop her weight 
and come down to 50kgs.

"In the CWG there's a 
50kg division, I will prepare 
for that now."

She'll either have to 
climb up to the 54kg or come 
down to 50kg.

Talking about the 
difficulties of changing a 
weight class, she said it 
would be easier to drop 
weight."It's difficult to 
change a weight category 
whether you drop down to a 
weight division or move up to 
a weight division."It's more 
difficult when one moves 
from a lower weight to a 
higher weight as you are at a 
disadvantage with the other 
boxers being a bit heavy as 
they come in that weight by 
dropping their body weight. 
So one faces more strong 
boxers."Now I will prepare 
for the CWG. Main focus 
will be to keep the body free 
from injuries.

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

The Delhi High Court 
Thursday set aside the AAP 
government's doorstep 
ration delivery scheme-- 
Mukhymantri Ghar Ghar 
Ration Yojna.

A bench of Acting Chief 
Justice Vipin Sanghi and 
Justice Jasmeet Singh said 
the Delhi government is free 
to bring another doorstep 
delivery scheme but it cannot 
use grains provided by the 
Centre for this doorstep 
scheme.

The high court allowed 
two petitions filed by ration 
dealers challenging the 
scheme.

The high court had on 
January 10 reserved its order 
on the pleas by petitioners 
Delhi Sarkari Ration Dealers 
Sangh and Delhi Ration 
Dealers Union after holding 
extensive hearings.

Delhi government had 

defended the scheme on the 
ground that it was for the poor 
who were being threatened 
by fair price shop (FPS) 
owners to opt-out of the home 
delivery mode otherwise they 
would not be given ration.

The AAP government had 
earlier stated that there was a 
complete misconception that 
fair-price shops would cease to 
exist after the implementation 
of the scheme.

It had said states like 
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, 

West Bengal, Madhya 
Pradesh, and Karnataka's 
Bengaluru have identical 
doorstep delivery schemes.

The Centre, represented 
by Central government 
standing counsel Monika 
Arora, had opposed the Delhi 
government's doorstep ration 
delivery scheme, saying that 
the State could mitigate the 
architecture of the National 
Food Security Act (NFSA) 
while implementing it.It 
had earlier said the court 

should not allow any state 
government to interfere with 
the structure of NFSA and 
destroy its architecture and 
that FPS is an integral part of 
the Act.

The Centre had explained 
that as per the NFSA, it 
gave food grains to states 
which have to take it from 
the godown of the Food 
Corporation of India to deliver 
it to the doorsteps of fair price 
shops for distributing it to the 
beneficiaries. The Supreme 
Court had on November 15, 
2021, refused to entertain the 
Centre's plea against the Delhi 
High Court order directing 
the AAP government not to 

stop or curtail the supply of 
foodgrains or flour to fair 
price shops.

The high court had 
on September 27 last year 
directed the Delhi government 
to issue communications 
to all the fair price shop 
dealers informing them of 
the particulars of ration 
cardholders who have opted 
to receive their rations at 
doorsteps.

It had said only thereafter, 
that the fair price shops 
dealers were not required to 
be supplied with the ration 
of the PDS beneficiaries 
who have opted for the other 
scheme.

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 (PTI) 
The Congress slammed the 

Centre on Thursday over the hike of 
the cooking gas price by Rs 3.5 per 
cylinder, saying the Narendra Modi 
government's "fuel loot" is on every 
day, in small or big installments.

Non-subsidised LPG now costs Rs 
1,003 per 14.2-kg cylinder in Delhi, up 
from Rs 999.5 previously, according 
to a price notification of state-owned 
fuel retailers.

This is the second increase in the 
LPG rate this month and the third in less than 
two months. The price was hiked by Rs 50 per 
cylinder on March 22 and again by the same 
quantum on May 7. Slamming the Centre, 
Congress's chief spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said after increasing the price of the 
domestic LPG cylinder by Rs 100 in 45 days, 
it was again hiked by Rs 3.5. After increasing 
the price of commercial cylinder by Rs 457.5 
in 60 days, it has again been hiked by Rs 8, 
Surjewala said in a tweet in Hindi. "Even 
after making it impossible for about two crore 
families to refill cylinders for a second time, 
Modi government's fuel loot continues every 
day in small or big installments," he said. The 
Congress leader also attacked the Centre over 
the fall of the rupee, which extended its losses 
and slipped 12 paise to 77.74 against the US 
dollar in early trade on Thursday.

"The ? 'falls' again! Rupee, Petrol and 
Gas Cylinder are competing. Every Indian is 
worried, Do the PM-FM 'care'? Gas Cylinder 
Now Rs 1,003 'Not Out'! On behalf of all the 
housewives -- Thank You Modi ji!" Surjewala 
said in another tweet. Talking to reporters at 
the AICC headquarters here, Mahila Congress 

chief Netta D'Souza said, "If you look at the 
figures, diesel and petrol were subsidised 
during the Congress time and in the last eight 
years, this government has taken out Rs 27.5 
lakh crore from people's pockets."

How can women run their households 
when they are plagued by rising gas prices, 
she asked. "The Mahila Congress has 
repeatedly worked to awaken this deaf-and-
dumb government and tried to ensure that the 
voice of the people reaches it," D'Souza said. 
Sadly, this government neither has the time 
nor the sensitivity to listen to the voice of the 
people, she alleged. D'Souza also recalled 
that the Mahila Congress had gone to the 
door of Parliament to request Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to reconsider the gas prices in 
the interest of people and that she confronted 
Union minister Smriti Irani on a flight over 
the issue."My question to the ministers sitting 
in this government, who had agitated when 
the Congress raised the price of subsidised 
gas cylinders to Rs 414, is that now you are 
in power, everything is in your hand, so why 
increase the prices of gas and when will it 
come down?" she asked.

HC sets aside Delhi government's 
doorstep ration delivery scheme

Gas cylinder now Rs 1,003 'not out', 
Cong takes dig at BJP over LPG price hike

Hurdles I've faced in my career have made 
me mentally strong: Nikhat Zareen

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

The University Grants 
Commission has decided 
to introduce the common 
university entrance test 
(CUET) for post graduate 
courses also from this year, 
its chairman Jagadesh 
Kumar said on Thursday.

The decision comes 
weeks after the UGC chief 
announced that CUET 
scores, and not Class 12 
scores, will be mandatory 
for admission to 45 central 
universities and that the 
central universities can fix 
their minimum eligibility 
criteria. "CUET for PG 
admissions will also be 
introduced from the 2022 
academic session. The 
exam will be conducted 
in the third week of July 
and the application process 
will begin today and will 
conclude on June 18.

"The NTA will conduct 
the Postgraduate Entrance 
Test for 42 central and 
participating universities 
for the academic session 
2022-2023. CUET will 

provide a single window 
opportunity to students 
to seek admission in 
participating universities 
across the country," Kumar 
said.

"The exam will be 
conducted in English 
and Hindi in Computer 
Based Test (CBT) mode 
in two shifts. Programme 
details will be available on 
websites of participating 
central universities and 
other universities," he 
added.

Over 10.46 lakh 
candidates have  
registered for CUET-UG 
so far. The last date for 
registration for CUET-UG 
is May 22.

Kumar had earlier 
clarified that CUET will 
not just be limited to 
admissions to central 
universities, as several 
prominent private 
universities have indicated 
that they would like to 
come on board to use the 
scores from the common 
entrance exam for 
undergraduate admissions.

CUET for PG admissions 
from 2022 academic 
session: UGC chairman

NAGPUR, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

More than 200 wild 
animals, including tigers, 
leopards and deer, were 
spotted during a waterhole 
survey conducted at 
Pench Tiger Reserve in 
Maharashtra, an official said 
on Thursday.

The waterhole survey 
was held on May 16 as 
part of Nisrganubhav-2022 
organised by the forest 
department at the reserve, the 
official said.

At least 222 wild animals 
were spotted during the 
survey, which was conducted 
in five ranges of the reserve 
and 71 machans were made 

available for the exercise 
conducted by the field staff, 
said Pradhu Nath Shukla, 
the deputy director of Pench 
Tiger Reserve in Nagpur.

The public survey was 
planned in the buffers ranges 
of Paoni (unified control) 
and Nagalwadi and 34 
machans were offered for the 
programme, he said.

A tigress with four cubs 
and a leopard were sighted in 
Nagalwadi range, the official 
said. Sambar and spotted 
deer, wild boars, sloth 
bears, chitals, nilgais, gaurs, 
porcupine etc were some 
of the other wild animals 
spotted during the survey, he 
added.

Maha: Over 200 wild animals spotted 
during survey at Pench Tiger Reserve

“ “      The Centre, represented by Central 
government standing counsel Monika Arora, had 
opposed the Delhi government's doorstep ration 

delivery scheme, saying that the State could mitigate 
the architecture of the National Food Security Act 

(NFSA) while implementing it.

SITAPUR (UP), MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Senior Samajwadi Party 
leader Azam Khan walked 
out of the Sitapur Jail in Uttar 
Pradesh on Friday morning, a 
day after the Supreme Court 
granted him interim bail in a 
cheating case.

Khan's son and MLA 
Abdullah Azam, Pragatisheel 
Samajwadi Party (Lohiya) 
leader Shivpal Singh Yadav 
and a large number of 
supporters welcomed the 
senior SP leader upon his 
release after 27 months.

Azam Khan had 88 
cases, including that of land 
grabbing, registered against 
him. On Thursday, the 
Supreme Court granted him 
interim bail in a cheating 

case, paving the way for his 
release.

Samajwadi Party 
president Akhilesh Yadav 
welcomed Khan's release.

"Hearty welcome to 
senior SP leader and MLA 
Azam Khan on his release on 
bail. With this bail decision, 
the Supreme Court has set 
new standards of justice. He 
will certainly be acquitted 
in all other false cases. Lies 
have moments, not centuries," 
Yadav said in a tweet in Hindi.

Shivpal Singh Yadav 
posted on Twitter pictures 
with Khan outside the jail. 
The jailor of Sitapur prison, 
R S Yadav, said the release 
order was received around 
11 pm on Thursday and after 
following all procedures, 

Khan was released around 8 
am on Friday.

A Supreme Court 
bench headed by Justice L 
Nageswara Rao directed Khan 
to file for regular bail within 
two weeks and asked the trial 
court to decide it on merits 
without being influenced by 
any of the observations of the 
top court.

The Uttar Pradesh 
government had earlier 
opposed Khan's bail plea and 
termed him a "land grabber" 
and a "habitual offender".

After his release from jail, 
Khan visited the house of the 
Samajwadi Party's ex-MLA 
Anoop Gupta before leaving 
for his native Rampur. Gupta 
had been in constant touch 
with Khan ever since he was 

lodged in Sitapur Jail.
During his 45-minute 

stay at Gupta's house, Khan 
had breakfast and met his 
supporters and well-wishers 
who had come here from 
different places.

When Abdullah Azam 
was released from Sitapur jail 
he had also visited Gupta's 
home.

Khan, who is considered 
the Muslim face of the 
Samajwadi Party, had hit the 
headlines of late with leaders 
of different political parties 
visiting him in jail.

Shivpal Singh Yadav, 
who had met Khan in the 
jail last month, had used the 
opportunity to take potshots at 
his nephew Akhilesh Yadav's 
Samajwadi Party for not 

taking up the jailed leader's 
cause.

The PSP-L leader had 
said that he would soon 
put the matter before Uttar 
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath.

Azam Khan's camp too 
had expressed unhappiness 
with the Samajwadi Party 
chief, claiming that he has 
been ignoring the jailed MLA 
and the Muslim community 
though it voted for the party.

When asked by a reporter 
about the chances of him and 
Khan forming a new front, 
Shivpal Singh at a programme 
in Farrukhabad had remarked 
that "a decision on this will be 
taken at the right time, after 
he comes out of jail." PTI 
COR SAB
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vivo Launches flagship X80 Series 
in collaboration with ZEISS

CHENNAI MAY 20
vivo, the global 

smartphone brand has 
expanded its flagship X Series 
in India with the launch of 
X80 Series.  The exclusive 
series includes X80 Pro and 
X80, bringing users premium 
mobile cinematography 
features in collaboration with 
ZEISS.

According to the 
company's media release, the 
series offers the industry - 
first ZEISS Gimbal Portrait 
Camera, 50 MP Ultra sensing 
IMX866 Sensor, Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 8 Gen 1, and 
unmatched performance with 
vivo's Pro-Imaging Chip 
V1+ amongst other path-
breaking features. X80 series 
continues to demonstrate 

its relentless pursuit of 
perfect user experience in 
photography and videography 
with the smartphones’ artistic 
cinematic modes, 360° 
Horizon Level Stabilization, 
and other technological 
innovations.

Priced at Rs 79,999 
(12GB+256GB), X80 Pro will 
go on sale starting May 25, 
2022. The X80 is priced at Rs 
54,999 (8GB+128GB) and Rs 
59,999 (12GB+256GB) will 
go on sale beginning May 25, 
2022. Both the smartphones 
will be available on Flipkart, 
vivo India e-store and across 
all partner retail stores. 
Additionally, TWS 2 ANC and 
TWS 2e are priced at Rs 5,999 
and Rs 3,299 respectively and 
will be available starting May 
25, 2022.

Kovai Dr advocates early preventive 
screening breast cancer detection 
COIMBATORE MAY 20

 With incidence of 
cancer escalating, Dr 
Rupa Renganathan, Lead 
Consultant - Breast Imaging 
and Interventions, Kovai 
Medical Centre & Hospital, 
Coimbatore advocates 
the importance of self-
examination and preventive 
screenings to timely detect 
any lumps or irregularities 
in the breast area at an early 
stage. 

Outlining the benefits of 
preventive screenings and 
check-ups, Dr Renganathan 
said, “Breast cancer screening 
means examining a woman’s 
breasts for cancer even before 
there are signs or symptoms of 
the disease. Although breast 
cancer screening cannot 
prevent breast cancer, it can 
greatly help find breast cancer 
early, when it is easier to treat. 

Regular self-examination of 
the breast and mammograms 
post age 40 as advised by the 
physician should be done to 
timely detect and diagnose 
any irregularity or presence 
of lumps in the breast. 
Unfortunately, women are 
ignorant about preventive 
care in the country which is 
the change we need to bring.”

Timely detection and 
treatment are instrumental in 
reducing the risk of mortality 
among patients.

Raheja QBE GI offers zero 
depreciation Car Insurance cover

CHENNAI MAY 20
Raheja QBE GI, has 

offered zero depreciation add-
on car insurance cover which 
ensures complete coverage, 
negating the impact of 
depreciation hence.

According to  Mr. Pankaj 
Arora, MD and CEO, Raheja 
QBE General Insurance, an 
extensive Zero depreciation 
add-on cover offers many 
benefits, some of which are 

enhanced coverage, reduced 
expenses for the insured and 
peace of mind. These factors 
liberate the insured from 
worrying about costly repairs 
while enjoying the ownership 
of their car.

 Zero depreciation add-on 
cover can be added to existing 
car insurance policy and can 
also be chosen when buying a 
new insurance policy.

Navi Finserv raises Rs 600 Cr.
through public issue of NCDs
CHENNAI, MAY 20 

Navi Finserv Limited 
(NFS), a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Navi 
Technologies Limited (Navi), 
has announced the public 
issue of Secured, Rated, 
Listed & Redeemable Non-
Convertible Debentures 
(NCDs) amounting to Rs 600 
crore with a base issue of  
Rs 300 crore and an option 
to retain over-subscription of 
another Rs 300 crore.

The issue will open on 
May 23, 2022. Investors get 
an opportunity to participate 

in secured NCDs under 
various series for tenure of 
18 months and 27 months 
with an effective yield of upto 
9.80%* 

NFS Chairman and CEO 
Sachin Bansal, in a release, 
said the company’s robust 
underwriting and collection 
capabilities adds value to its 
maiden public debt issue.

NCDs are a type of 
debenture that cannot be 
converted into equity shares 
or stocks, hence called non-
convertible. 

Lorry Headload workers seek wage hike
ERODE MAY 20
 Erode district all headload 
workers central union submit-
ted a petition to the  Erode 
RDO Premalatha seeking 
wage hike for lorry goods 
headload workers which was 
pending for the past 6 years. 

 The workers led by union 
secretary and ex MLA KS 
Thennarasu and president 
Vijayakumar said ''wages are 
increased every three years 
for head load workers in all 
industries  Accordingly, the 
pay hike for the lorry  workers 
was negotiated. Six years ago, 
the pay hike was 41 per cent 
.Then the lawsuit was filed in 
the Chennai High Court on 
behalf of the lorry agency and 
the companies.  They said they 
would carry out the  works by 
using outsiders.  A petition 

was filed on behalf of the 
union objecting to this. After 
that no wage increase talks 
was held.  Several petitions 
have been filed by the unions 
with the District Collector 
and the Deputy Collector of 

Erode in this regard.  In the 
meantime, the talks did not 
take place due to the Corona 
and Assembly elections by the 
RDO.  So,  sangam wanted the 
intervention of the RDO in 
the issue immediately to help 

workers to get adequate wage 
hike, they pleaded. Sangam 
executives Arumugam, 
Muniyappan, Gopal, 
Thangamuthu, Deivanayakam 
and Krishnan were presen.

Irrigation Minister to deal LBP 
row :Minister Muthusamy

ERODE MAY 20
 Housing Minister 

S Muthusamy said the 
controversy over the 
modernization of the 
Keelpawani Irrigation Canal 
in Lower Bavani Project 
(LBP) would be taken up 
with the Minister of Irrigation 
Duraimurugan.  

He heard the views of 
the farmers' unions who 
support the reconstruction of 
the Kizhpavani canal at the 
Collectorate on Thursday.  
The Minister  advised the 

ryots who opposed the project 
to interrupt the meeting that 
this should not happen.  He 
later told reporters:  I have 
already negotiated several 
times with the unions 
objecting concretisation of 
the canal.  Now I heard the 
views of those who supported 
the project. But, I am not able 
to bring a consensus between 
the 2 groups supporting 
and opposing the project.
Therefore, a report will be 
submitted to the Minister of 
Irrigation on this issue. He 
will take a decision on it. I 

have no personal opinion 
on this issue.  Only with the 
ryots consent can the project 
be implemented. But I could 
not able to find a solution to 
the row.    DMK Environment 
Team state leader Karthikeyan 
Shiva Senadhipathi opposed 
concretisation project. 

 It is his opinion.  But the 
final decision will be taken 
by the Minister of Irrigation.  
He said the problem could be 
resolved by August 15 when 
the water in the Keelpavani 
canal could be released for 
next paddy season.

Equitas Small Fin Bank Chief Vasudevan wants to 
step down to pursue 'distinct set of goals'

Erode student enters 
Nobel book of records

ERODE MAY 20:
 Erode student S 

Senkathirvelan, 9, entered 
into Nobel book of records 
by performing Surul 
Vaal (flexible sword) and 
Silambam for 1.10 hours. 

 Budhas silambam 
trust and district silambam 
Kazhagam arranged the event 
at the Sakthi Masala Arangam 
at Erode.  Sakthi Masala 

chairman PC Duraisamy, 
director Shanthi Duraisamy, 
Nobel World Record  chief 
executive officer KK Vinoth, 
TN referee MK Barathkumar 
distributed prizes to the 
student in the presence of his 
parents Senthilkumar, Deepa, 
Erode district silambam 
Kazhagam secretary R 
Kandavel and deputy coaches 
A Mani and M Arumugam.

Faculty Development 
Programme
ERODE MAY 20:

The Department of 
Business Administration 
of Kongu Arts and Science 
College has organized a 
two day Virtual Faculty 
Development Programme 
on “Basics of Fundamental 
Analysis in Stock Market.

Mr. M. Arul Raja, 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Business 
Administration welcomed 
the gathering. Mr. Narendran 

SAP, Co- Founder, Lights 
Inc, Erode was the Resource 
Person. Nearly 50 faculty 
members from the institution 
attended the sessions. The 
resource person discussed 
the importance of long 
term investments, market 
strategies and basics of 
trading. The session remained 
informative and lively. Ms.  
S. Deepa, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Business 
Administration proposed vote 
of thanks.

Indian-origin man faces 21 
cheating charges in Singapore

SINGAPORE, MAY 20 
(PTI)

 An Indian-origin man 
was charged in a Singapore 
court on Thursday for 
cheating two others of 
SGD 1.6 million (around 
USD 1.1 million) under a 
timeshare recovery scheme 
that was linked to a payout 
agency in Bangalore.

M u r l i d h a r a n 
Muhundan, 45, faces 
21 charges of cheating, 
two charges of abetting 
cheating and another 
two charges of attempted 
cheating, according to a 
report by The Straits Times.

He is alleged to have 
cheated Chinese-origin 
Ooi Phaik Cheng and 
Indian-origin Marimuthu 
Therumalai in the 
timeshare recovery fraud.

Murlidharan deceived 
Ooi on 13 occasions into 
believing that "Bhagyam 
Agencies Bangalore" 
would provide a payout for 
her timeshare agreement, 
the broadsheet reported, 
citing court documents.

Murlidharan also 
allegedly deceived 
Marimuthu on 12 occasions, 
including making him 
believe that he had to pay a 
fine of SGD 250,000 (USD 
1,80,979) for taking photos 
at an office in Collyer Quay 

in November last year.
Marimuthu was also 

deceived into paying 
between SGD 20,000 
(USD 14,478) and SGD 
150,000 (USD 1,08,587) 
to Murlidharan between 
July and November last 
year to receive payouts 
from his timeshare 
agreement, according to 
the Singapore daily report.

On Thursday, the police 
urged members of the public 
to be vigilant when receiving 
unsolicited calls from 
companies or individuals 
purporting to help them 
recover monies from their 
timeshare memberships.

Individuals are advised 
to be wary when someone 
calls them regarding their 
timeshare membership. 
They should refrain 
from providing any 
personal information or 
details on their timeshare 
membership to the caller.

The police also advised 
the public to be wary if 
the company is reluctant 
to provide documentation. 
They should check with 
the timeshare developer 

if the company had 
dealt with the former 
in the recovery of 
timeshare membership 
fees, and exercise extra 
caution if asked to 
make upfront payments.

Cong holds silent protest against Perarivalan's 
release, BJP slams rival for 'double standards'
CHENNAI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Opposing the release of 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case convicts, the Tamil 
Nadu Congress Committee 
(TNCC) on Thursday held 
silent protest in several 
parts of the state while 
the BJP accused the grand 
old party of adopting 
double standards in the 
issue.The Congress party 
said its stand against AG 
Perarivalan's release and 
key ally DMK supporting it 
would not affect ties between 
the 2 partners. Days ago, the 
ruling DMK allotted a Rajya 
Sabha seat to the national 
party and the Congress is 
expected to announce its 
nominee soon.Speaking to 
reporters Alagiri said the 
Supreme Court has not held 
that Perarivalan was not 
guilty of offence and that 
he has no connection to the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination. 
The court has released 
him over legal aspects and 
the delay of Governor in 
taking a decision, he said.
An important argument 
of those who had backed 
Perarivalan's release was 
that he was a Tamilian, 

the TNCC leader said and 
demanded to know if it 
was 'justice' to demand and 
get released a man guilty 
of killing just because he 
happened to be a Tamilian.

On 7 November 2020, 
Alagiri had said that "if the 
court announces the release 
of seven Rajiv case convicts 
we will accept it".However, 
political parties rooting for 
their release is unacceptable, 
Alagiri had said adding only 
the judiciary should decide 
on remission of sentences.
BJP state unit chief K 
Annamalai said though 
Perarivalan has been set free 
by the Supreme Court using 
its powers unders Article 
142, he and other convicts 
are not people who should 
be 'celebrated.'Stating that 

the BJP does not believe 
in malice, he said 'now 
that he is set free, let 
Perarivalan live his life', 
however the DMK should 
not set a wrong example 
to future generations by 
'celebrating' such people.
Both Annamalai and Alagiri 
said that along with Rajiv 
Gandhi, '17 others' were 
killed including police 
personnel and "don't such 
victims deserve justice", 
they asked. Meanwhile, 
Perarivalan, who had earlier 
visited leaders including 
Stalin and former chief 
minister K Palaniswami to 
thank them for the efforts to 
get him released, called on 
MDMK founder Vaiko here 
on Thursday and thanked 
him for his support.

Speaking to reporters Alagiri said the Supreme 
Court has not held that Perarivalan was not guilty 

of offence and that he has no connection to the 
Rajiv Gandhi assassination. The court has released 
him over legal aspects and the delay of Governor in 

taking a decision, he said.

KCR congratulates 
Nikhat Zareen
Hyderabad, May 20 
(PTI)

 Telangana Chief Minister 
K Chandrasekhar Rao has 
said he is delighted at Nikhat 
Zareen winning the title in 
the prestigious World Women 
Boxing Championship.An 
official release from the 
CMO Thursday night said 
KCR congratulated Nikhat, 
district, for clinching the 
gold medal in the world 

while wholeheartedly 
complimenting her for 
unfurling India's flag on 
international sports platform.
The Chief Minister said it is 
proud moment that Nikhat 
stood as a world champion in 
boxing with the government. 
Nikhat Zareen (52kg) division 
with a facile 5-0 win over 
Thailand's Jitpong Jutamas 
in the final of the Women's 
World Championship in 
Istanbul on Thursday.

District Collector Arvind inspected the District Co-operative Dairy near Kanyakumari Dairy bus stand in the presence 
of Nagercoil Mayor Mahesh.

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Equitas Small Finance 
Bank (ESFB) Founder and 
CEO P N Vasudevan has 
asked the lender to look for 
his successor as he wants to 
hang up his boots to pursue 
"a distinct set of goals".

He is also the Managing 
Director of Equitas, which 
began as a micro finance 
institution in 2007 and was 
later converted into the bank 
in 2016.

In a regulatory filing, 
the bank shared Vasudevan's 
letter, in which he has 
expressed his desire to quit 
but did not give a timeline.

Vasudevan said he would 
continue until a successor is 
found.The bank has received 

a letter from Vasudevan and 
now he wants to pursue a 
distinct set of goals, which 
he believes, will help him 
contribute further back to 
society, more than what he is 
doing now, ESFB said in the 
filing on Thursday.

The lender's board, 
during its meeting on 
Thursday, took the letter on 
record.

"The board would be 
forming a search committee 
shortly to undertake the 
process of identifying 
a successor. Vasudevan 
would continue as the MD 
& CEO till the succession 
and transition process is 
completed," it added.Further, 
the lender said that post the 
transition, the board desires 
that he may be associated 

with the bank in any other 
capacity, as permissible 
under applicable norms.

In his letter to the lender's 
Chairman Arun Ramanathan, 
Vasudevan said he along 
with his wife has created a 
public charitable trust in their 
daughter's name, Varshini 
Illam Trust.

He said that they are 
running an adoption centre 
and have found a home for 
about 30 abandoned babies 
basis through government 
adoption process.

Vasudevan said many 
of these babies have 
development deficiencies.
His letter also acknowledged 
that the problem of 
development deficiencies 
in small babies is especially 
acute in upcountry due 

to a combination of low 
awareness of parents, 
inadequate financial means 
and lack of access to quality 
therapy centres.

To address this problem 
they have launched a 
project in the trust to take 
quality medical and therapy 
treatment to rural and semi-
urban areas at their door-step 
to those in the age group of 
0-3 years."In view of the 
above, I request the board 
to look for a successor to 
my current position. I would 
be happy to be of help in 
identifying my successor, 
who, I am confident, would 
steer the bank into its next 
phase of growth keeping the 
values and ethos with which 
we had started Equitas," 
Vasudevan wrote in the letter.

District Collector Shreya P Singh personally visited and inspected the Rasipuram Edappadi Water Supply Project 
Pump Station and Athanur Pumping Station in Vennandur, Namakkal District.
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DUBAI, MAY 20  (PTI) 
A ship in the Red Sea came 

under attack on Thursday off 
the coast of war-torn Yemen, 
a monitoring group run by 
the British military said.

The United Kingdom 
Maritime Trade Operations 
group said the attack 
happened off Hodeida, a 
contested port city amid that 
country's years-long civil war. 

It said an investigation 
was ongoing into the incident, 
without elaborating.The 
US Navy's Mideast-based 
5th Fleet said it was aware 
of the attack, but declined 
to immediately comment 
further.A Saudi-led coalition 
has been at war since March 

2015 against Iranian-backed 
Houthi rebels who have long 
held the Yemeni capital of 
Sanaa as well as Hodeida.

The Houthis, Yemen's exiled 
government and the Saudi-led 
coalition did not immediately 
acknowledge the attack.

The incident marked the 
latest at-sea attack amid the war.

In January, the Houthis 
seized the Emirati ship 
Rwabee. The Houthis 
described the vessel as carrying 
military weapons, while the 
Saudi-led coalition described 
it as carrying disassembled 
hospital equipment.

The ship's Indian crew 
were released last month after 
the Houthis and the Saudi-
led coalition reached a truce 
during the Muslim holy fasting 
month of Ramadan. The fragile 
truce is still ongoing now. 

ISLAMABAD, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Fuelled by imports and 
consumption, Pakistan's 
growth rate accelerated to 
nearly 6 per cent during the 
last year of Imran Khan's 
government, the highest 
pace in four years, helping to 
increase the size of the cash-
starved country's economy 
to USD 383 billion and 
jacking up per-capita income, 
according to a media report.

The provisional Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) 
growth rate for the year 2021-
22 is estimated at 5.97 per 
cent, the Planning Ministry 
after a meeting of the National 
Accounts Committee (NAC) 
said, adding that broad-based 
growth was witnessed in all 
the sectors of the economy.

The GDP is the monetary 
value of all goods and 
services produced in a year.

A nearly 6 per cent growth 
rate is higher than the official 
target of 4.8 per cent and far 
higher than the estimates 
of the Ministry of Finance, 
the State Bank of Pakistan, 
the International Monetary 
Fund, the World Bank and 

the Asian Development 
Bank, The Express Tribune 
newspaper reported.

The figure is provisional 
and subject to variations 
once the final results are 
available at the end of the 
fiscal year. The economic 
growth rate during the last 
two years of the PTI rule was 
slightly better than the PML-
N's last two years but both 
the governments failed to 
address structural problems 
of Pakistan's economy, it said.

I have asked the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics to certify 
that the methodology to 
work out the GDP growth 
was consistent with the 
past, said the Planning 
Ministry secretary in-
charge Dawood Barech.

He maintained that the 
Planning Minister Ahsan 

Iqbal did not influence 
the NAC proceedings.

The details showed that 
a massive surge in imports 
and consumption greased 
the economic growth rate, 
which has already triggered 
a serious external sector 
crisis an identical pattern 
witnessed in 2018 when the 
country fell in the lap of the 
International Monetary Fund.

The 6 per cent growth 
rate at the end of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf government 
was the highest in four 
years. Last time, the country 
attained a 6.1 per cent growth 
rate in 2017-18, the last year 
of the PML-N rule, which 
had also been driven by 
consumption and imports 
and took the country back 
to the IMF, the report said.

During 2017-2018 
and 2021-2022, Pakistan's 
growth was largely financed 
through foreign savings, 
which is highly unsustainable.

The better crop production 
also supported the higher 
growth, except for wheat 
whose output decreased by 
one million metric tons to 
26.4 million metric tonnes.

The size of the economy 
reached nearly Rs 67 trillion 
in 2021-22 about Rs 3 trillion 
higher than the estimates, 
which will also help the 
government to get additional 
fiscal spending space. In 
dollars terms, the volume of 
the economy in 2021-22 stands 
at USD 383 billion, according 
to the Planning Ministry.

Similarly, the per capita 
income that had been 
estimated at USD 1,676 in 
the last fiscal year increased 
to USD 1,798 a surge of USD 
122 or 7 per cent per person. In 
rupee terms, per capita income 
jumped from Rs 268,223 
in 2020-21 to Rs 314,353 
in 2021-22, the report said.

The NAC also revised the 
economic growth rate upward 
for the second last year of 
the PTI government from 5.6 
per cent to 5.7 per cent. The 
final growth rate of GDP for 
the year 2019-20 contracted 
0.94 per cent, it said.

The growth of important 
crops during this year is 7.24 
per cent, significantly better 
than last year. The growth 
in production of important 
crops namely cotton, rice, 

sugarcane and maize are 
estimated at 17.9 per cent, 
10.7 per cent, 9.4 per cent 
and 19 per cent respectively.

The overall industrial 
sector showed an increase of 
7.2, lower than the previous 
fiscal year. The mining 
and quarrying sector has 
contracted by 4.5 per cent due 
to a decline in the production 
of other minerals as well as a 
decline in exploration costs.

The services sector 
showed a growth of 6.2, 
marginally better than the last 
year. The wholesale and Retail 
Trade industry grew by 10 per 
cent, lower than the previous 
fiscal year. It is dependent 
on the output of agriculture, 
manufacturing and imports.

Meanwhile, Pakistan's 
currency has hit the lowest 
in the country's history after 
the US dollar reached the 
grim milestone of Rs 200 in 
interbank trading on Thursday.

The Forex Association of 
Pakistan (FAP) confirmed that 
the greenback had reached the 
Rs 200 mark around 11 am, 
appreciating by about Rs22 
after the current government 
came to power last month.

COLOMBO, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe 
plans to present the key 
21st Amendment to the 
Constitution before the 
Cabinet next week, after 
holding wide-ranging 
discussions with the Attorney 
General and top lawmakers, a 
media report said on Thursday.

The 21st Amendment is 
expected to annul the 20A 
in the Constitution, which 
gives unfettered powers 
to President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa after abolishing 
the 19th Amendment that 
will strengthen Parliament.
MPs Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe 
and Susil Premajayantha will 
examine the clauses of the 

21st Amendment, and will 
finalise an updated version of 
the 19th Amendment before 
presenting it to the Cabinet 
next week, online news 
portal Daily Mirror reported.
Meanwhile, Wickremesinghe 
held closed-door meetings 
with members of Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party and Sri 
Lanka Podujana Peramuna 
as well as certain MPs from 
the main opposition party 
Samagi Jana Balawegaya 
(SJB) over cabinet formation, 
according to the Daily Mirror.

SJB on Monday said 
it would offer conditional 
support to the interim all-
party government headed 
by Wickremesinghe to help 
tackle the country's crippling 
economic and political crisis.

Wickremesinghe, 73, the 
United National Party leader 
was appointed as Sri Lanka's 
26th prime minister earlier 
this month after President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa's elder 
brother and prime minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa resigned 
after violence erupted 
following an attack on the 
anti-government protesters by 
his supporters.The powerful 
Rajapaksa family tightened 
their grip on power after 
their massive victory in the 
general elections in August 
2020, which allowed them 
to amend the Constitution to 
restore presidential powers 
and install close family 
members in key positions.

Sri Lanka is grappling with 
an unprecedented economic 

turmoil since its independence 
from Britain in 1948.

A crippling shortage 
of foreign reserves has led 
to long queues for fuel, 
cooking gas and other 
essentials while power cuts 
and soaring food prices 
heaped misery on the people.

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka on 
Wednesday revealed that 
it does not have foreign 
exchange to pay for a vessel 
of petrol anchored in its 
waters for nearly two months 
as it appealed to citizens 
"not to wait in line" for fuel.

The economic crisis 
also triggered a political 
crisis in Sri Lanka and a 
demand for the resignation 
of the powerful Rajapaksas.

British military says ship 
attacked off Yemen's Hodeida Port

The US Navy's 
Mideast-based 
5th Fleet said 
it was aware 
of the attack, 

but declined to 
immediately 

comment further.

Pak registers nearly 6% growth in 2021-22, 
economy size jumps to USD 383 billion: report

Lankan PM to present 21st Amendment 
before Cabinet next week: Report

BANGKOK, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

 Two-time Olympic 
medallist PV Sindhu 
remains the lone surviving 
Indian shuttler in the 
competition after she sailed 
into the women's singles 
quarterfinals of the Thailand 
Open here on Thursday.

The world no 7 Sindhu, 
seeded sixth, took just 37 
minutes to get the better of 
Sim Yu Jin, who had played 
a pivotal role in Korea's Uber 
Cup win, 21-16 21-13 in a 
second round match.Sindhu, 
who had defeated world 
number 62, USA's Lauren 
Lam in the opening round, 
will next face second seed 
Akane Yamaguchi of Japan.

Yamaguchi beat Korea's 
Kim Ga Eun 21-23 21-15 21-16 
in another second round match.

However, Kidambi 
Srikanth, one of the main 
architects of India's historic 
Thomas Cup triumph, exited 
from the BWF World Tour 
Super 500 event after handing 
a walkover to his opponent in 
the men's singles second round.

Srikanth, seeded 
eighth, gave a walkover 
to his Irish rival Nhat 
Nguyen. The reason for his 
withdrawal is not yet known.

The world no. 11 Indian 
had earlier produced a gritty 

show to get the better of 
Brice Leverdez of France 
18-21 21-10 21-16 in his 
opening round match.

In the women's 
singles, it was curtains 
for Malvika Bansod, who 
lost 21-16 14-21 14-21 
to Line Christopherson 
of Denmark in 

the second round.
The Indian mixed doubles 

pair of Ishaan Bhatnagar and 
Tanisha Crasto also bowed out 
in the second round, losing 19-
21 20-22 against sixth seeded 
Malaysia combination of Goh 
Soon Huat and Lai Shevon 
Jemie.Later, Ashwini Bhat 
K and Shikha Gautam too 
crashed out in the women's 
doubles second round, 
losing 19-21 6-21 against 
fifth seeds Mayu Matsumoto 
and Wakana Nagahara.

BERLIN, MAY 20 (PTI) 
German police say they 

have detained a suspect in 
connection with a Thursday 
morning attack at a high 
school in the northern city 
of Bremerhaven in which 
one person was injured.

Police said the incident 
happened at the Lloyd high 
school in the centre of the city.

A police spokesperson 
initially confirmed that 
there had been a shooting, 
but later revised that 
information to say only that 

the attacker was armed.
The armed person 

was detained and is in 
police custody, police 
said in a statement.

The weapon used by the 
suspect is the subject of police 
investigation, police added. 
We cannot currently confirm 
that there is a second suspect.

The wounded person 
was taken to a hospital and 
was not a student, police  
said, adding that the 
investigation into the 
incident was ongoing

MOSCOW, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Russia says it told 
Sweden on Wednesday that 
its response to the Nordic 
nation joining NATO will  
be based on how the alliance 
deploys its military strength 
in the future.

In a statement, the 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
said officials met with 
Swedish Ambassador 
Malena Mard at her  
request and that she notified  
Moscow about Sweden's 
NATO ambitions.

The Foreign Ministry 
said it responded that the 
choice of ways to ensure 
national security is the 
sovereign right of each 

state, but together with that, 
it should not create threats 
to the security of other 
countries.

The ministry added that 
Moscow's reaction would 
depend on NATO weapons 
deployments to Sweden.

Russia's specific reaction 
and possible responsive 
measures, including the 
military-technical side,  
will to a large extent depend  
on the real consequences of 
the integration of Sweden 
into the North  
Atlantic Alliance, including 
the deployment on  
Swedish territory of foreign 
military bases and offensive 
weapons systems, the 
ministry said. 

Russia to watch effects 
of Sweden's NATO bid

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Indian boxer Nikhat 
Zareen lived up to the 
expectations as she 
clinched the coveted gold 
in flyweight (52kg) division 
with a facile 5-0 win over 
Thailand's Jitpong Jutamas 
in the final of the Women's 
World Championship in 
Istanbul on Thursday.

Capping off a stupendous 
campaign that saw her 
dominate all her rivals, the 
Telangana boxer out-punched 
her Thai opponent to win 
via unanimous verdict with 
judges scoring the bout 30-
27, 29-28, 29-28, 30-27, 
29-28 in her favour."I didn't 
expect to win (by such a 
big margin) in the final. I 
wanted to win unanimously," 
Zareen told reporters later.

"My aim was to play the 
first two round so that I win 
by unanimous decision and 
then relax in the third but I 
got a spilt decision score in 
the final so I had to go all out 
in the third round," she added.

With this win, Zareen, a 
2019 Asian Championship 
bronze medallist, became 
only the fifth Indian boxer to 
be crowned world champion.

Six-time champion Mary 
Kom (2002, 2005, 2006, 
2008, 2010 and 2018), Sarita 
Devi (2006), Jenny RL (2006) 
and Lekha KC (2006) are 
the other pugilists who have 
won the world title.This 
is India's first gold medal 
in four years. Mary Kom 
(48kg) had won the last title 
in 2018.Incidentally, it was 
the legendary Mary Kom 
who had participated in the 
flyweight category in the 2019 
edition of the tournament.
Zareen had been refused a 
trial by the Boxing Federation 

of India (BFI), which 
decided to go by Mary Kom's 
consistent performances 
while making the choice and 
the Manipuri claimed her 
eighth world medal, a bronze.

The 25-year-old Zareen 
produced some beautiful 
combination of punches 
to outclass Jutamas.

Jutamas had a better 
start of the two but Zareen 
soon made up and took the 
upper hand. The first round 
was fought on an even keel 
but Zareen's blows were 
more powerful and her 
punches were eye catching.

The Thai boxer took 
advantage of her longer reach 
as she countered Zareen's 
attacks from a distance, while 
landing punches herself.As 
the winner was announced 
Zareen was overcome by 
emotion and she jumped 
with glee and couldn't hold 
back her tears."I was thinking 
about my parents. They were 
the only ones with me during 
my bad time. I'm happy 
to win a medal for them."

Talking about her career-
threatening injury Zareen 
said "In 2017, I dislocated 
my shoulder, I had to go 
under surgery and then 
I didn't take part in any 
competition for a year. I 
wasn't at my peak in 2018 so 
I missed the big tournaments.

"But I didn't give and after 
the comeback in 2019 haven't 
looked back. I have taken all 
competitions as an opportunity 
and I believed in myself."

Zareen will now 
be preparing for the 
Commonwealth Games trial 
for which she will have to drop 
her weight and come down 
to 50kgs.This is Zareen's 
second victory over Jutamas. 
She had got the better of the 
Thai boxer at the Thailand 
Open back in 2019 as well.

The Hyderabad pugilist 
has been in stellar form 
this year. She became the 
first Indian woman boxer to 
claim two gold medals at the 
prestigious Strandja Memorial 
in February.Apart from 
Zareen's gold, Manisha Moun 

(57kg) and debutant Parveen 
Hooda (63kg) will return 
home with bronze medals.

"Winning a medal at the 
worlds is always a dream 
and Nikhat could achieve 
it so early is extremely 
commendable. We, at BFI, 
are proud that our boxers 
have not only made all of us 
proud but each of their boxing 
journeys is inspiring for 
the upcoming generations," 
Boxing Federation of 
India President Ajay Singh 
said.A 12-member Indian 
contingent participated in the 
competition. While the medal 
haul has decreased by one, 
an Indian has been crowned 
world champion after four 
years.India's best performance 
in the event remains the 
one in 2006 when the 
country snared eight medals, 
including four gold, one silver  
and three bronze.

India now have won 39 
medals, including 10 golds, 
eight silver and 21 
bronze in the Women's 
World Championships.

NEW DELHI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Sift Kaur Samra and Surya 
Pratap Singh on Thursday 
settled for a silver in the 50m 
rifle prone mixed team event 
as India finished on top at the 
International Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) Junior 
World Cup in Suhl, Germany.

Sift and Surya lost 15-
17 to the Polish pair of Maja 
Magdalena Gawenda and 
Wiktoro Sajdak in the final.
However, Abhay Singh 
Sekhon and Areeba Khan 
bowed out in the qualification 
round of skeet mixed team 
competition, the final event 
of the day, finishing a lowly 
seventh with a combined 
effort of 134 out of 150.
The second Indian pair in 
the competition, Bhavtegh 
Singh Gill and Darshna 
Rathore were no better as they 
finished further back in the 
10th spot with a score of 132.

Late on Wednesday, 
the Indian women's skeet 
team of Parinaaz Dhaliwal, 
Darshna Rathore and Areeba 
Khan blanked Germany 
6-0 to win a bronze medal.

The medal was only India's 
third medal in the shotgun 
discipline.On Wednesday, 
India had also added a gold 
and silver in the 25m rapid 
fire mixed team competition 
after Simranpreet Kaur Brar 
and Vijayveer Sidhu won 17-9 
against Anish and Tejaswani 
in an all-Indian final.India 
bagged a rich haul of 33 medals 
from the event, including 13 
gold, 15 silver and five bronze.

Germany: 1 person wounded, 
1 detained in school attack

Sindhu enters Thailand Open 
quarters, lone Indian in fray

Nikhat Zareen becomes World Champion, 
only fifth Indian woman Boxer to achieve feat

Sift-Surya win 50m rifle prone 
mixed silver in Suhl Junior WC

MUMBAI, MAY 20 
(PTI)

 Virat Kohli returned 
to form with a 54-ball 
73 as Royal Challengers 
Bangalore defeated Gujarat 
Titans by eight wickets in 
their final league match to 
stay alive in the IPL play-
off race here on Thursday.

Chasing 169, Kohli, 
who struck eight boundaries 
and two sixes, and captain 
Faf du Plessis (44) laid the 
foundation with a 115-run 
stand. Glenn Maxwell (40 
not out off 18) provided 
the finishing touches as 
RCB romped home with 

eight balls remaining.
Earlier, skipper Hardik 

Pandya hit a unbeaten 62 
to help GT post 168 for 5.

Besides Hardik, David 
Miller (34) and Wriddhiman 
Saha (31) also made useful 
contributions with the bat.

Brief Scores:
Gujarat Titans: 168 

for 5 in 20 overs (Hardik 
Pandya 62 not out; Josh 
Hazzlewood 2/39).

Royal Challengers 
Bangalore: 170 for 2 in 
19.2 overs (Virat Kohli 
73; Glenn Maxwell 40 not 
out; Rashid Khan 2/32).

Kohli, du Plessis shine as RCB beat GT 
by 8 wickets to stay alive in play-off raceLahiri plays practice round with 

Woods ahead of PGA Championship
TULSA (USA), MAY 
20(PTI)

 Indian golfer Anirban 
Lahiri's week kept getting 
better even before he reached 
the tee in the opening round 
of PGA Championship as 
he got to practice alongside 
the legendary Tiger Woods.
Lahiri, who is making a Major 
appearance after nearly three 
years, made a late decision 
to turn up at Southern Hills, 
while waiting for the arrival 
of his second baby. He then 
arrived at Southern Hills on 
Tuesday and when he got 
to the course for a practice 
round on Wednesday, he 
found Woods without anyone 
else.The 15-time Major 
champion asked the Indian 
if they could play together. 

Lahiri could hardly 
believe this stroke of luck.

"He obviously talked 
about the changes to Southern 
Hills since he was last here 
and it was good to get insights 
on how he sees it on some 
of the holes," said Lahiri.

Lahiri had come close to 
pulling out of the event as 
his wife, Ipsa, was expecting 
their second baby. He had 
made up his mind to pull out 
if the baby did not come till 
Tuesday.Once all was fine, it 
was time to make some last-
minute preparations. Then 
came the totally unexpected 
chance to play with Woods, 
who had won at Southern Hills 
in 2007 for one of his four 
PGA Championship wins.

"He (DeChambeau) 
was swinging at 60% and 
still flying it 320 yards, it's 
just incredible what he's 
managed to do with speed 

and distance. It was really 
shocking," said Lahiri.

"I was joking with my 
caddie that we had a day 
where we kind of did it all. 
We show up and then play 
with Tiger and the back nine 
with Bryson. All the time, I 
was trying to soak up what 
the golf course is all about."

Lahiri, who finished 
tied fifth in the 2015 PGA 
Championship, is enjoying a 
good run of form following 
his runner-up finish at THE 
PLAYERS Championship, 
which is the PGA TOUR's 
flagship tournament.Since 
then, he has finished T13, 
T66, T15 and T6 and risen to 
47th place on the FedExCup 
points list and 12th on the  
International Team rankings 
to play in the Presidents 
Cup later this year.

He said Southern Hills 
reminded him of some 
of the golf courses in 
Thailand, but knows the 
challenges this week will 
be on the putting surfaces.

"This golf course is all 
about the green complexes. 
You have to navigate yourself 
and position yourself. If you 
have power and length, great.

"The course is extremely 
firm, and I was trying to 
figure out how far it's going 
after it hits the ground. 
Even when laying up on 
the par 5s, you can have an 
8 iron rolling 60 yards if it 
lands at the wrong place.

Lahiri plays with KH 
Lee, who last week defended 
his title at AT&T Byron 
Nelson, and Tim Feenstra 
at 12.36 pm local time.



EDITORIAL

Stalin's  achievements in the first year of his 
rule are a long list that includes free travel 
in Government buses for women, a gold 

loan waiver, Rs. 1000 monthly assistance for girl 
students, Illam Thedi Maruthuva Thittam - health 
at doorstep scheme, Illam Thedi Kalvi Thittam - 
education at door stem scheme, Meendum Manjal 
Pai Thittam - plastic abolition, and much more. 
He has gained the appreciation of the people by 
achieving in one year what could be done in five 
years.

The DMK Government organized the 'Investors' 
First Address is Tamil Nadu' event in Coimbatore 
with the aim to give added importance to economic 
development. The Chief Minister made a successful 
investment tour to Iraq, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi and 
signed memorandums worth Rs 6, 100 core. 

  In the last year alone the DMK Government 
has attracted Rs.68, 375 crore in investment. With 
an aim to create 2,5,802 jobs, 130 memorandums 
have been signed.

Against this track record, the Chief Minister 
during his interaction with industrialists and 
businessmen said a master plan will be drawn for 
the development of Coimbatore. His speech during 
the interaction demonstrated the Chief Minister's 
concern for the development of Coimbatore. 
Also, the AIADMK's propaganda that the DMK 
Government has sidelined Coimbatore has been 
demolished.

Chief Minister Stalin has shown the way for the 
fast track development of the Coimbatore district 
industrially and economically. Saying that there is 
no field the Coimbatoreans have not touched and 
three is no field that has not shined by their touch, the 
Chief Minister has injected motivational medicine. 
Let the flag of Coimbatore's growth fly high.

Chief Minister's concern 
for Kovai's development

CHENNAI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Union Minister of 
Railways, Communications, 
Electronics & IT Ashwini 
Vaishnaw approved a Rs 8.34 
crore collaborative initiative 
on Hyperloop Technology, 
proposing high-speed 
transportation system, with the 
IIT Madras, during his visit 
to the institute on Thursday.

The Ministry of Railways' 
approval follows the 
submission of the research 
proposal by IIT Madras for 
collaborating with the Indian 
Railways to indigenously 
develop and validate 
Hyperloop technology 
based transportation 
system and its subsystems. 

The collaboration is also 
for setting-up of a Centre of 
Excellence for Hyperloop 
Technology at the institute 
- all at a total estimated 

cost of Rs 8.34 crore.
The Minister who visited 

IIT Madras this evening 
watched a demonstration 
on Hyperloop pod model 
developed by the IIT students 
at the New Academy Complex. 

At the Research Park, 
he saw the 5G test bed 
demonstration and later 
inspected the IIT M Incubation 
Cell, which is India's leading 
Deeptech Startup hub.

Hyperloop is the 5th mode 
of transportation, a high-speed 
train that travels in a near 
vacuum tube. The reduced air 
resistance allows the capsule 

inside the tube to reach speeds 
of more than 1,000 km/h.

A team of students from 
Indian Institute of Technology, 
Team Avishkar Hyperloop 
is working on emerging 
domain of Hyperloop-based 
transportation solutions 
for futuristic commuting 
experience. The model 
proposed by Team Avishkar 
can achieve a top speed of over 
1,200 kilometres per hour. 

"It is completely 
autonomous, safe, and 
clean," the Railways said.

Team Avishkar is aiming 
to build the world's largest 
student-developed Hyperloop 
testing facility at IIT Madras 
and is hoping to complete the 
construction of this 500-metre 
long Hyperloop facility 
at Discovery Campus, the 
Satellite campus of IIT Madras 
located about 35 km from the 
main campus, by this year.

COIMBATORE, 
MAY 20 (PTI) 

Indian Texpreneurs 
Federation (ITF), a major 
textile body, on Thursday 
requested Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K 
Stalin to introduce a  
p r o d u c t i o n - l i n k e d 
incentive scheme, which 
can help the textile 
sector and SMEs in 
the State to scale up.

With the scheme, 
textile companies can 
invest in new capacities 
and build scale and 
competitiveness. The 
State government 
spending on the scheme 
can be justified with 
increased revenue, 
new job creation 
and export growth.

"We estimate that 
PLI in Tamil Nadu can 
bring an additional  
Rs 15,000 crore rhrough 
exports from the State 
in the next five years 
with an opportunity 
to create employment 
for three lakh people," 
ITF convener Prabhu 
Dhamodharan said. 

The government is 
giving a lot of thrust 
to the manufacturing 
sector with progressive 
schemes and the PLI 
in the State for the 
textile sector can be 
a game-changer for 
the textile and apparel 
sector, he said after a 
meeting with Stalin.

Railway Ministry approves Rs 8.34 cr collaborative 
project with IIT Madras on Hyperloop technology

Career guidance
programme held at KASC

ERODE MAY 20: 
An Awareness Programme 

on career opportunities in 
government sector under the 
topic of 'What I Next' was 
arranged by the Training 
and Placement Cell and 
Career Guidance and 
Counselling Cell of KASC in  
Association with District 
Employment Exchange, 
Erode, at the Kongu Arts 
and Science College 
(KASC),  for the final 
year UG and PG students. 

Thiru. K.Palanisamy, 
Correspondent and 
Dr.N.Raman, Principal 
felicitated the gathering. Ms. 
T. Jothi, District Employment 
Officer, Erode, Mr. Chandra 
Sekaran, Deputy Director, Ex. 
Service men Welfare Office, 

Erode and Ms.Jhansi, District 
Industries Center, Erode 
were the resource persons. 

The resource persons 
explained the different 
job opportunities in Army 
and Central Government 
sectors and opportunities 
for the entrepreneurs to 
establish Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises with 
various state and Central 
Government Schemes. 

The resource persons 
cleared the doubts of the 
students at the end of the 
session. The programme 
was organized by 
M r . K . K . S u r e s h k u m a r , 
Placement Officer and 
Dr.P.Kalarai, Convener, 
CGCC of Kongu Arts 
and Science College.

Textile 
body 
seeks PLI 
scheme in 
TN

Hypertension leading cause of 
kidney failure: Nephro Plus study

CHENNAI, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

Union Minister of State 
for Science & Technology 
and Earth Sciences Dr 
Jitendra Singh on Thursday 
said the carbon footprint of 
leather processing activity 
should be brought to zero-
level and the bio-economy of 
animal skin-derived products 
would be the new mantra.
Collagen-based innovative 
biomaterials for applications 
in human healthcare are new 
opportunities and they could 
well become co-products of 
leather, if the next generation 
leather- making technologies 
avoid contaminating skin-
based matrix materials with 
lime, sulfide and many other 
sensitive chemicals, he said.

Speaking at the platinum 
jubilee celebrations of the 
Central Leather Research 
Institute (CLRI), Chennai, 
Singh said the leather 
footwear needs to be designed 
and developed into footcare 

solutions with foot hygiene 
and wearer comfort as the 
unique selling proposition.

"There are as many as 
half a million cells in the sole 
of the feet that enable the 
sweating process and leather 
enjoys an unmatched potential 
for transpiration," he said. 

Diabetics' footwear is 
one such product that ensures 
better quality of life due to 
the reduction in the abnormal 
distribution of plantar foot 
pressure, the Minister said.

Efforts are on to prepare 
customised footwear 
for Indians by using 3D 
technology to scan the 
feet of the persons to 
prepare their footwear. 

About 73 districts in the 
country have been included 
to implement the project 
in the first phase, he said.

The Indian leather 
industry must seek net-zero 
carbon footprint to meet the 
environmental norms, he said 

and added that the carrying 
capacity requirement of the 
leather sector in locations 
like Tamil Nadu demands the 
implementation of zero liquid 
discharge as the enforced 
environmental norm, 
which is under discussion.

"The new vision for 
leather research and industry 
during the next 25 years may 
need to be on sustainability, 
net zero carbon footprint, 
bio-economy of animal 
skin-derived products 
and ensuring income 
parity for workers besides 
brand- building," he said

Singh said the Indian 
leather sector, which 
provided livelihood for about 
50,000 people in 1947, is 
widely known to support the 
livelihood of over 45 lakh 
people in the country today.
Expressing satisfaction over 
the export realisation from 
the leather sector valued at 
Rs 40,000 crore in 2021, 
he lauded CLRI's role in 

helping the tannery sector 
in Tamil Nadu to restore 
operations when the Supreme  
Court ordered the closure 
of about 400 tanneries 
in 1996 through the 
innovative deployment 
of "do ecology" solutions 
in all the 764 functional 
tanneries within nine months.

Tracing the evolution of 
CLRI, Chennai, from 1948, 
the Minister said the new 
vision for leather research 
and industry during the 
next 25 years should be to 
carve a niche in the world 
market through innovation 
and brand-building.

Singh released a coffee 
table-book containing 75 
success stories related to 
CLRI to commemorate the 
75th year of the institute and 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. A 
special stamp and envelope 
brought out by the Postal 
Department to mark the 
occasion was also released 
by the Central Minister.

Reduce carbon footprint of leather 
processing: Union Minister Jitendra

COIMBATORE, MAY 
20 (PTI)

 To cater to tourists 
visiting Nilgiris District, 
Southern Railway will 
operate summer special trains 
in Nilgiris Mountain Railway 
(NMR) from May 21.

The special trains 
will be operated as fully 
reserved trains and weekly 
trains will be operated 
between Mettupalayam 
and Udhagamandalam.

The Mettupalayam 
Udhagamandalam train will 
leave Mettupalayam at 9.10 
AM on Saturdays from May 
21 to July 17 (nine services) 
to reach Udhagamandalam 
at 2.25 PM the same day.

The Udhagamandalam 
Mettupalayam train will 
leave Udhagamandalam 
at 11.25 AM on Fridays 
from May 27 to July 
22 (9 services) to reach 
Mettupalayam at 4.20 PM the 
same day.The train will go to 
Kallar, Hillgrove, Coonoor, 
Wellington, Aravankadu, 
Ketti Lovedale to reach 
Udhagamandalam (Ooty)

Similarly, three round-
trip joy rides per day 
will be operated between 
Udhagamandalam Ketti 
Udhagamandalam on 
Sundays, Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays (five days a 
week) from May 22 to July 
21, a press release said.

Summer 
special 
trains for 
tourists

Bomb hoax 
sends B'luru 
airport 
officials into 
tizzy
BENGALURU, 
MAY 20 (PTI) 

The security 
apparatus at the 
K e m p e g o w d a 
International Airport in 
Bengaluru went into a 
tizzy in the wee hours of 
Friday following a hoax 
call about the presence 
of a bomb.According to 
police, the airport police 
control room received 
a call at about 3.45 AM 
resulting in a vigorous 
drill for the security 
personnel deployed 
there.After about three 
and half hours of search, 
the officials concluded 
that it was a hoax 
call."We are still working 
on the info but it seems it 
was a hoax call," a police 
official told PTI.The 
police have launched 
an investigation to 
find out the caller.

COIMBATORE MAY 20
Vistara Airlines will 

commence it's Domestic 
flights operations from 
Coimbatore to various 
Domestic sectors for Delhi, 
Mumbai, Bangalore with 
Effect from today( Friday) 
20.05.2022.

The updated flight 
schedule as follows,

01. UK533 / UK532 
– DEL-CJB-DEL(Delhi - 
Coimbatore- Delhi) STA-
1440 hrs / STD-1515 hrs. 

This flight schedule operation 
starts from 20.05.2022.

02. UK521 / UK522 – 
MUM-CJB-MUM(Mumbai-
Coimbatore-Mumbai) 

STA-1335 hrs / STD-
1410 hrs. 

This flight schedule 
operation starts from 
27.05.2022

03. UK511 / UK512 
– BLR-CJB-BLR(Bengaluru-
Coimbatore-Bengaluru) STA-
0800 hrs / STD-0835 hrs. 

This flight schedule 
operation starts from 
03.06.2022

04. UK513 / UK514 –  
(BLR-CJB-BLR(Bengaluru-
Coimbatore-Bengaluru)STA-
2020 hrs / STD-2055 hrs. 

This flight schedule 
operation starts from 
03.06.2022

The above information 
has been shared by 
Coimbatore International 
Airport, Director, Senthil 
Valavan.

'Vistara Airlines' commence it's operations 
at Coimbatore airport from Today

Rural Development Minister KR Periyakaruppan received petitions from the public and provided welfare 
assistance to the beneficiaries on behalf of various departments at a district level grievance day camp 

held at Bakkiyam Alagappa Mahal, Tirupattur Circle, Sivagangai District. Also present were District Collector 
Madhusudan Reddy, District Revenue Officer Manivannan, Devakottai Revenue Commissioner Prabhakaran and 

District Panchayat Deputy Chief Saraswathi.

KOLKATA, MAY 20 
(PTI) 

New Town, a rapidly 
developing satellite city 
of Kolkata, is slated to 
get its first community 
Durga Puja this year, 
organisers said on Thursday.

West Bengal's biggest 
festival was till now 
celebrated inside New 
 Town's gated 
communities, where  
outsiders could view the idols 
and offer their prayers but only 
residents could participate 
in various programmes. 

However, the new 
community Durga Puja to 
be celebrated on City Square 
Ground near New Town  
Clock Tower will be open to 

everyone for even participation 
in the events, they said.

The festival, which will 
be organised by the New 
Town Sarbojanin Durgotsab 
Samiti, an association of 
residents of the area, has been 
backed by the West Bengal  
Housing Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(WBHIDCO) and New 
Town Kolkata Development 
Authority (NKDA), making it 
the first community puja to be 
supported by state agencies.

Organisers hope 
that the festival, which 
is around five months 
away, will give a boost to  
tourism and businesses, 
besides helping build 
the brand of New Town.

"We hope this community 
Durga Puja will help 
bring the residents of New 
Town closer," WBHIDCO 
Managing Director and NKDA 
Chairman Debashis Sen said.

"Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee is credited with taking 
Durga Puja to the global stage. 

We are committed to 
showcasing the various art 
forms of our state," the New 
Town festival committee's 
president Urmila Sen said, 
referring to the UNESCO 
Intangible Heritage tag for 
Durga Puja.The theme will be 
conceptualised and executed 
by well-known Durga Puja 
artist Prasanta Pal, who had 
in the past brought laurels to 
many pujas with his artwork.

Kolkata's satellite city New Town to get 
first community Durga Puja this year

NEW DELHI MAY 20
The Supreme Court 

has rejected the petition for 
quashing the case against S.P 
Velumani the former Local 
Administration Minister 
in AIADMK government. 

The case moved by 
AraporIyakkam and DMK 
among others alleged that the 
former Local Administration 
minister S.P Velumani had 
by illegal means influenced the granting of government tenders to his relatives.  

Velumani petitioned the 
High Court to grant him a 
copy of the investigations 
but the petition was rejected. 

He then moved the 
Supreme Court with the 
same demand and also 
sought quashing of the case.

The Supreme Court 
rejected the plea for quashing 
the case but ordered that 
the investigation report 
to be handed over to him.

Supreme Court rejects petition to quash 
tender case against S.P Velumani

The case moved by AraporIyakkam and 
DMK among others alleged that the former 
Local Administration minister S.P Velumani 
had by illegal means influenced the granting 

of government tenders to his relatives.  Velumani 
petitioned the High Court to grant him a 
copy of the investigations but the petition 

was rejected.
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I,    Sathya Praba  (Given Name)
Sirumugai Narayanaswamy 
(Surname), W/o. Govindarajan, Born 
on : 21.08.1978, (Place of Birth : 
Tiruppur, TN), residing at 
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shall hence forth be known 
as SATHYA (GIVEN NAME) 
SIRUMUGAI NARAYANASWAMY 
(SURNAME)
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Kumar Selvaraj), j/bg.brštuh{, 
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ïÅnk‰ bfh©L rÔZ Fkh® 

brštuh{ (SATISH KUMAR 
SELVARAJ)  vd 

miH¡f¥gLntdhfî«.

bga® kh‰w«

rÔZ Fkh® bršuh{

I, Sathish Kumar Selvaraj, 

S/o.Selvaraj, Born on : 28.02.1981, 

(Place of Birth : Coimbatore), 

residing at No - 1/9A, Ramalinga 

Nagar 5th Street, Near Park, K 

K Pudur Post, K K Pudur, 

Coimbatore - 641038, shall hence 

forth be known as SATISH  
KUMAR  SELVARAJ

NAME CHANGE

Sathish Kumar Selvaraj
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r¤ah ãugh (mrš bga®) áWKif 
ehuhazRthÄ (Jiz¥ bga®), Sathya 
Praba  (Given Name) Sirumugai 
Narayanaswamy (Surname),  
f/bg. nfhÉªjuh#‹, ãwªj njâ : 
21.08.1978, (ãw¥ãl« : âU¥ó®, 
jÄœehL), 44/1, nfhÉªjrhÄ nyaî£, 
ÕsnkL, nfhaK¤ö® - 641004, v‹w 
Éyhr¤âš tá¤J tU« eh‹ ïÅnk‰ 
bfh©L r¤ah (mrš bga®) áWKif 
ehuhazRthÄ (Jiz¥ bga®) 
SATHYA (GIVEN NAME)
SIRUMUGAI NARAYANASWAMY 
(SURNAME) vd 
miH¡f¥gLntdhfî«.

bga® kh‰w«

r¤ah ãugh (mrš bga®)  
áWKif ehuhazRthÄ  

(Jiz¥ bga®)

I,    Sathya Praba  (Given Name)
Sirumugai Narayanaswamy 
(Surname), W/o. Govindarajan, Born 
on : 21.08.1978, (Place of Birth : 
Tiruppur, TN), residing at 
44/1, Govindasamy Layout, 
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 641004, 
shall hence forth be known 
as SATHYA (GIVEN NAME) 
SIRUMUGAI NARAYANASWAMY 
(SURNAME)

NAME CHANGE

Sathya Praba  (Given Name)
Sirumugai Narayanaswamy 

(Surname)

5x4

rÔZ Fkh® brštuh{, (Sathish 
Kumar Selvaraj), j/bg.brštuh{, 

ãwªj  njâ : 28.02.1981, (ãw¥ãl«  : 

nfhaK¤ö®), v©.1/9A, uhkÈ§f 

ef® 5tJ åâ. ó§fh mU»š, K 
K òö® mŠrš, K K òö®, 

nfhaK¤ö® - 641038, v‹w 

Éyhr¤âš tá¤J tU« eh‹ 

ïÅnk‰ bfh©L rÔZ Fkh® 

brštuh{ (SATISH KUMAR 
SELVARAJ)  vd 

miH¡f¥gLntdhfî«.

bga® kh‰w«

rÔZ Fkh® bršuh{

I, Sathish Kumar Selvaraj, 

S/o.Selvaraj, Born on : 28.02.1981, 

(Place of Birth : Coimbatore), 

residing at No - 1/9A, Ramalinga 

Nagar 5th Street, Near Park, K 

K Pudur Post, K K Pudur, 

Coimbatore - 641038, shall hence 

forth be known as SATISH  
KUMAR  SELVARAJ

NAME CHANGE

Sathish Kumar Selvaraj

5x4

Director and Board Director (Department of Integrated Child Development) Amuthavalli chaired a workshop for departmental officers on special 
medical examinations for children under 6 years of age under the Integrated Child Development Program of the Department of Social Welfare 

and Women's Rights in the presence of District Collector Krishnanunni at the Erode District Collector's Office. Accompanied by the District Planning 
Officer (Integrated Child Development Program) and many others, including the gardener.

CHENNAI MAY 20
According to the study 

by Nephro Plus, a leading 
dialysis care brand the 
prevalence ofhypertension 
in patients with CKD was 
highlighting the importance 
of managing blood pressur 
at a very early stage.

In a deep-dive into the 
subject to understand the 
effects of hypertension in 
various age groups,sex, and 
zones of the people from 0 
to 60 years, a total of 16,847 
dialysis patients werestudied. 

While most studies 
reveal that globally, a more 
significant percentage of men 
havea high blood pressure 
than women, the Nephro Plus 
study revealed the rising cases 
ofhypertension in females 
in the 21-40 age group 
indicating that hypertension 
is a health problemin the 
younger female population 
as well. 3 out of 4 patients on 
dialysis were hypertensive.

Excess weight, lack of 
exercise or activity, and a diet 
high in sodium combined 
with geneticpredisposition 
place these older women 
at risk for developing 
high blood pressure. 

Dr. Suresh Sankar, Senior 
Vice President, Clinical 
Affairs at NephroPlus, 
said, “Thisstudy provides a 
national snapshot of the effect 
of hypertension on dialysis 
patients in thepopulation 
across India. Hypertension is 
easy to detect, preventable, 
treatable, andinexpensive. 
Incorporating a healthy 
lifestyle by including 
adequate fruits and 
vegetables andless processed 
food is necessary. One 
should be physically active 
and perform the exercise at

least 30 minutes five 
times a week. Say no to 
smoking and maintain body 
weight in therecommended 
range.” added Dr. Sankar
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The popular hill 
station Ooty 
is a minor 

derivation from its original 
name Udhagamandalam, 
sometimes referred 
to as Ootacamund. In 

earlier times it was also 
called Ottikkalmandu. 
The charm and beauty 
of this hill station in the 
Nilgiri Hills makes it the 
'Queen of Hill Stations'.

The major highlight of 

the month-long summer 
festival in the Nilgiris 
district is the 124th annual 
Flower Show, where lakhs 
of flowers will be displayed 
for tourists from May 
20. Ooty Flower Show is 

organized to showcase the 
best of flower sculptures, 
authentic and modern 
floral craftsmanship, and 
artistry and to encourage 
young artists through these 
majestic arts and culture.

The five-day Ooty 
Botanical Garden flower 
show will be organized at 
the Government Botanical 
Garden, where lakhs of 
tourists from abroad come 
here to see the different 

Ooty Flower Show- 2022 varieties of flowers.
Some of the highlights 

of the show will include 
a bonsai garden, rose 
and orchid garden, and a 
landscape garden. There 

will also be an exhibition 
of indigenous flowers 
as well as rare plants 
from around the world. 
Visitors can also enjoy 
musical performances 

and traditional dances 
during the show. So make 
sure to visit the botanical 
garden during these days to 
experience some beautiful 
flower displays!

124 th
Special Feature 20.05.2022


